
 

  

 One of the first expressions my 

father taught me when I was not 

quite three years old was the 

Hebrew phrase, òTodah Rabbah,ó 

which literally means òthank you 

very much.ó  When I was given a 

new toy, I would automatically say, 

òTodah Rabbah.ó  When someone 

helped me up after I fell, I would 

say, óTodah Rabbah.ó When a 

nursery school teacher would give 

me a cookie, I would tell her, 

òTodah Rabbah.ó  People who 

would see this little boy speaking 

perfect Hebrew thought that I was 

not only incredibly polite, but that 

I spoke Hebrew fluently.  Actually, 

I pronounced these two Hebrew 

words, in a better way than I said 

them in English.  We also teach 

this saying to our children in 

Talmud Torah simply as the appro-

priate words to say whenever we 

are grateful.  After a summer in 

Camp Ramah, most campers 

return and instead of saying the 

words in English, wherever they 

may be, they automatically use 

these Hebrew words in every day 

discussions.  I suppose this is an 

appropriate time to say òTodah 

Rabbahó to Sidney and Meralee 

Schlusselberg whose generous 

scholarships to send our Bõnai Zion 

children to a summer at Camp 

Ramah is one of the reasons that 

these kids are so comfortable 

speaking Hebrew.  òTodah Rabbahó 

Sidney and Meralee, you are very 

thoughtful and generous, and we 

appreciate it very much.  

 During the course of this month 

we will celebrate the most Jewish 

of American holidays, which we 

perhaps should call òTodah Rab-

bahó Day, but we refer to it as 

Thanksgiving Day. In fact, the 

Hebrew name for this holiday is 

quite interesting.  According to the 

Hebrew dictionary, the correct 

term for this observance is òYom 

Hodu,ó which literally means òa day 

of thanks.ó  This reminds me of 

the fact that when you read this 

article I will probably be in Mumbai 

or Delhi, India, where I plan to 

meet with heads of the Jewish 

community.  I am reminded of that 

because òHoduó also means òIndia.ó 

So I will be in the country of 

òHodu,ó right before the holiday of 

òYom Hodu.ó   

 To further stir up this pot of 

Thanksgiving Hebrew trivia, letõs 

remember that the food most 

associated with Thanksgiving is 

turkey (kosher of course).  So now 

let me tell you how to say òturkeyó 

in Hebrew, and this is also fasci-

nating.  The word for òchickenó in 

Hebrew is òTarnigol.ó  The word for 

òturkeyó in Hebrew is òTarnigol 

Hodu,ó which literally means an 

òIndian chicken,ó but it could also 

mean a òchicken of thanks.ó  This 

is also interesting because they 

donõt celebrate Thanksgiving Day 

in India, and if they did they 

probably would not be eating 

turkey, for that is an American 

tradition.  So, now letõs review the 

lesson.  By some coincidence, the 

Hebrew word for òturkeyó comes 

from òIndian chickenó which has 

nothing to do with Thanksgiving 
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òThe reason that I say that Thanksgiving is such a Jewish holiday is because it is a 

time for families and friends to come together, to thank God for their blessings in  

life and for the food we are going to eat, and to recognize the need that we have  

to give to others who are less fortunate than we.ó  
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CANDLE  LIGHTING  TIMES 

SYNAGOGUE  SERVICES  
 
Daily ~ Monday thru Friday  7:00 am 
            Monday thru Thursday  6:30 pm 
 

Friday evening  6:15 pm  

     (unless listed otherwise) 
 

Saturday morning & Holidays  9:30 am 
Saturday Mincha ~ please check calendar 

     (followed by Seudah Shlesheet & Maôariv) 
 

Sunday (unless Holiday)  8:30 am & 5:00 pm 

except for the fact that the word for òIndiaó is the same 

word as òthanks.ó  Does anyone reading this article under-

stand anything that I have said so far?  The reason that I say 

that Thanksgiving is such a Jewish holiday is because it is a 

time for families and friends to come together, to thank 

God for their blessings in life and for the food we are going 

to eat, and to recognize the need that we have to give to 

others who are less fortunate than we.  May I suggest that 

this year, at our Thanksgiving tables, that we start the meal 

with the òHaMotzeeó prayer, that we also say the Hebrew 

prayer of Thanksgiving, the òShehecheyanu,ó that we bless 

each other and God, and that each person at the table make 

a commitment to do one Mitzvah that will benefit someone 

else.  

 May God bless us all with a happy, healthy, meaningful, 

and prosperous Thanksgiving holiday.  

                                          

Stephen A. Leon  

Rabbi  

Friday  

November  6 ~ 4:55 pm  

November  13  ~ 4:50 pm  

November  20  ~ 4:47 pm  

November  27  ~ 4:45 pm  

December  4 ~ 4:44 pm  

The Messenger is published monthly, except July and August  

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE MESSENGER IS NOVEMBER 15  

Articles and pictures should be emailed to the synagogue office at 

bnaizion.congregation1@gmail.com  

Congregation Bõnai Zion  ×  805 Cherry Hill  ×  El Paso, Texas   79912  ×  915 -833 -2222  

www.congregationbnaizion.org  

 

 

Daylight Saving 
Time ends  

Sunday,  
November  1 

 
Donôt forget to set your clocks 

back one hour. 

xy 
 

We are saddened by the passing of beloved members  
Fanny Chomer and Sarah Schwartz 

and extend our heartfelt condolences to  
their families and friends. 

May their memory forever be a blessing 

xy 
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 P R E S I D E N T õ S  M E S S A G E 

 
òMake a pledge to try to do something good for another person each day throughout  

the year.  This will fill everyone with many stories of thanksgiving for next year.ó 

 November is here and we turn our thoughts to 

Thanksgiving.  The concept of giving thanks is rooted 

deeply in Jewish history.  In the days of the Temple, 

people would give thanks to God by offering a sacri-

fice which would be followed by a psalm of thanksgiv-

ing.  We can bring in this wonderful tradition (no, not 

the sacrifice) by reciting a psalm at our Thanksgiving 

table.  A good example is Psalm 100 which says:  

Raise a shout for the Lord, all the earth;  

worship the Lord in gladness;  

come into His presence with shouts of joy.  

Acknowledge that the Lord is God;  

He made us and we are His,  

His people, the flock He tends.  

Enter His gates with praise,  

His courts with acclamation.  

Praise Him!  Bless His name!  

For the Lord is good;  

His steadfast love is eternal;  

His faithfulness is for all generations.  

 Another way is to go around the table and have 

everyone say what they are thankful for.  Give the 

opportunity to everyone, old and young.  You may be 

surprised by the wonderful things you hear from your 

family and friends.  Be prepared to laugh and cry with 

joy at the thanks each person gives.  Try this -- start 

the meal with the blessing over the wine:   Barukh 

atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha -olam borei p'ri 

hagafen.  Blessed are you, Lord, our God, King of the 

universe who creates the fruit of the vine (Amen). 

Then make the blessing over the bread:  Baruch ata 

Adonei eloheinu melech ha -alom ha -motzi lechem min 

ha -aretz . Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the 

universe, who brings forth bread from the earth. 

Have the person who made these blessings, usually 

the head of the household, be the first to tell what 

they are thankful for.  Then have their spouse or 

person they choose, often the householdõs mom or 

grandmother, light a candle.  Since it is not Shabbat, 

no specific blessing is made but she can give her 

story of thanksgiving instead and offer a prayer of 

thanksgiving or blessing for her family.  Follow this 

by the Shehekianu prayer led by another person at 

the table: Baruch ata Adonei eloheinu melech ha -alom 

shehekianu vekiamanu vehigianu lasman hazeh.   

Blessed are you, Lord, our God, King of the universe 

for bringing us to this day.  After this prayer he or 

she could give a personal story of thanks.  As the 

meal is served, have others take turns thanking God 

for one of the food items on the table, followed by 

their story.  

 A good way to get the children involved is to have 

them each bring something from home that symbol-

izes what they are thankful for.  Have each child show 

what they brought and what it means to them.  

 Finally, make a pledge to try to do something 

good for another person each day throughout the 

year.  This will fill everyone with many stories of 

thanksgiving for next year.  

 I thank you for allowing me to be president of your 

synagogue.  
  

Jeff Weislow  

Congregation Bõnai Zion President 

jweislow@sbcglobal.net  

Israeli Dancing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesdays, 6:30 PM  
Friedman Social Hall 

 
Dancers of all ages  

and abilities are welcome 
Call Dora Roe 

for more information  

Weekly Torah Portion Class 
 
 
 
 
 

Mondays, 9:15 AM 
Memorabilia Room 

 
Ever wonder what is in the Torah?   

Ever wonder how it relates to your life? 
Explore the Torah portion of the week  

with Rabbi Rebecca. 

Honorable Menschen 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesdays, 10:00 AM 
Memorabilia Room 

 
discussion group with topics  

of interest to seniors 
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We thank the following members for sponsoring the Kiddush lunch this past month: 

~  Dr. Parviz and Leticia Neiman in memory of father, Michael Neiman  
 

We thank the following members for sponsoring the Seudah Shlesheet this past month: 

~  Evelyn Goodman and family in memory of brother-in-law and uncle, Archie Goodman 
~  Irwin and Ina, Beth, Debra, and Maurice Kurland in memory of father and grandfather Abraham Kurland 
 

We thank the following members for sponsoring the Bagel Breakfast this past month: 

~  Manon & Ellen Daugherty, Adam Daugherty, and Heather, Britt, Paige, & Brice Chapman in memory of parents,      
grandparents, and great-grandparents, Jean & Herman Golden 

Congregation B'nai Zion  

Weekly  

Announcements  
 

The Congregation B¬nai Zion e-newsletter is delivered  

to your inbox every Thursday afternoon, and if it¬s not, 

please share your e -mail address with us so we can  

keep you informed electronically.   

call: 833 -2222  

e-mail: bnaizion.congregation1@gmail.com  

or sign up online from the website:  

congregationbnaizion.org  
 

The weekly e -newsletter offers:  
Talmud Torah and Youth Group info  

Adult Education opportunities  

Sisterhood news  

Upcoming events  

And more!  

Smile and say cheese!  

A new feature we look forward to adding 

to the website is a photo gallery  

of pictures from the various  

activities within the shul.   
 

Please let us know if you would prefer  

not to be photographed.  Keep in mind 

that your name will not be associated 

with any pictures.  

 

      Now on  

Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur 
 

]Bimah flower arrangements for Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur donated by Irvin & Alicia Nadler           
in memory of son, Marvin 

 

]Yom Kippur break the fast refreshments sponsored by Annalie Rollins, Lurae & JT Chapman,  
and Valerie & Steve Mims in memory of daughter and sister, Debra Goodman Eckert 

Sukkot 
 

]Schach for Bônai Zion sukkah donated by Robert & Blanche Brown, Bernard & Molly Goldberg, and the Schoichet girls 
 

 ]Pumpkin flower arrangement donated by Harry Garbar and Annabelle Garbar 
 

 ]Kiddush lunch in the sukkah sponsored by: 
       ~ Bernadette Banda in honor of daughter, Amber, and granddaughter, Aviva 
       ~ Albert & Shirleen Askenazi in memory of mother, Sara Askenazi 

Simchat Torah 
 

]Cornucopia flower arrangement donated by Harry Garbar and Annabelle Garbar 
 

]Lunch sponsored by Felicia Rubin and Jerry & Stanlee Rubin in memory of grandfather, 
   Yakov Rubin 
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NOVEMBER 

ANNIVERSARIES 

NOVEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 

02 Dr. Neal Gronich 

03 Matthew Kaplowitz 
Cindy Metrikin  

05 Richard Krasne 
Sonia Leeds 
Dr. Scott Stein 

06 Bryan Schonberg 

07 
 

Clifford Eisenberg 
Sherman Levenson 

08 Albert Askenazi 
Matthew Blaugrund 
Rita Davis 
Lupe Lewis 

09 Robert Wiener 

10 Rachel Levit  

11 Carlos Kaplan  
Richard Zehden  

12 Dana Frank 

13 Shirleen Askenazi 
LTC Jonathan Cohen 
Richard Teplitz 

15 Esther Kuchinsky 
Stuart Schwartz  

16 Adam Frank 

17 Catherine Weislow 

18 Jay Gladstein  

19 David Cohen  

20 Lori Hartley 
Marvin Rosenbaum 

21 Sharon Leon  

23 Shiela Mandell 

25 Elvira Spector 

26 Michelle Holland 
Carl Johnson 

27 Herbert Schwartz  

28 Aaron Dembovicius 
Dr. Solomon Heller 
Ina Kurland 
Fred Licht 
Albert Schwartz  

29 Alejandra Cherem 

30 Brenda Goldman 

01 Abe & Annette Goldberg  
Howard & Mona Goldberg  

09 Sam & Lenore Kobren   

14 Dr. Boris Kaim & Fifi Heller-Kaim  

15 Murray & Florence Cohen  
Dr. Richard & Leslie Novick  

19 Marvin & Lisa Rosenbaum  

22 Stanley & Elena Goldman 
Robert & Carol Teplitz  

25 David & Caron Cohen 
Chaim & Marilyn Silverstein  

26 James Payne & Deborah Hands  

28 Albert & Shirleen Askenazi 

29 Robert & Pearl Kaplan  
 

In honor of  

 Dr. David Schecter  
on his special birthday  

 

trees surrounding  

The Fountain of Goodness  
at the synagogue entrance  

have been planted by his friends  
 

Art and Gloria August  

Ron and Judy Blumenthal  

Manon and Ellen Daugherty  

Myer and Beth Lipson  

Marvin and Harriet Roth  
Dr. Bob and Jane Rosen  

Phil and Ann Rothstein  

Jerry and Stanlee Rubin  

Aaron and Cynthia Shenkman  

Irvin and Alicia Nadler  

Paulette Newberger  
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 As I sat in services this past month and saw that it 

took eight adults to hold the tallis that made a cover-

ing over our children, as Rabbi Leon gave the bless-

ing, I knew our synagogue is alive and well.  We had 

so much fun decorating the Sukkah with our Talmud 

Torah and Jewish Academy students, and eating pizza 

and salad.  Our students are really awesome.  

 Ladiesõ Night with the Rabbi was great. Our topic, 

"Ushpizin," was just that.  We had a variety of guests 

to share our meal.  Football players from UTEP, a 

gentleman from Oklahoma, and a group of women 

(and men) entertained us with Israeli dancing.  What 

more could we have asked for.  

 The celebration continued as we ended the holi-

days with singing and carrying the Torahs around the 

Sanctuary on Simchat Torah, ending the evening with 

a refreshing ice cream bar.  

S I S T E R H O O D   

P R E S I D E N T õ S  M E S S A G E 

 
òAs I sat in services this past month and saw that it took eight adults to hold the 

tallis that made a covering over our children, as Rabbi Leon gave the blessing,  

I knew our synagogue is alive and well.ó   

 This year the USYers will be hosting the regional 

Spring Kallah, and Sisterhood will be there to help 

them in this undertaking.  How wonderful it is that 

this newly re -organized chapter has the confidence in 

themselves to get the job done.  It behooves every 

member of Sisterhood (and the congregation) to work 

with our teenagers and make this program a success. 

If you haven't paid your Sisterhood dues yet, please 

remit, as these funds help us to help our teens and 

their projects.  

 I want to wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.  We 

really do have so much to be thankful for.  
 

Annalie Rollins  

Sisterhood President  

Candles 
Menorahs 

Bakeware 
Cookbooks 

Jelly Bellies 
Decorations 

Seeôs Candy 
Meshugah Notes 

 

...new this yearé 

Open!  Open!  
Open! 

OPEN:  Wednesdays, Fridays, Sundays 

10am - noon 

No Limit Texas Dreidel 
game! The Texas hold 'em 

with a dreidel spin!     

Wednesday, November 11 
7:00 PM 

Bõnai Zion Friedman Social Hall 
 

Discussion to be led by  
Judy Grodin & Joan Korn 

 

Refreshments will be served. 

Join Bõnai Zion Sisterhood  
and the  

El Paso Chapter of Hadassah  
for a joint book review of  

 

The Invisible Wall   
by Harry Bernstein  
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Ladies ½ 
Night 
with 
the 

Rabbi  

game day with sisterhood and hadassah  

Israeli dancing 

Ladies schmoozing 

USY joins in the fun 
Ushpizin chair  
by Kay Forman 


