As | share the words of my
mont hly ORabbi 6s
the congregation, today our Jewish
homeland is engaged in a war to
uproot the cancerous evil of the
terrorist organization, Hamas,
which has been terrorizing Medinat
Yisrael since its inception and
especially since the citizens of
Gaza elected Hamas to be the
official representatives of the
Palestinian people in that part of
the Arab world. In addition, the
recent removal of Israeli settle-
ments from Gaza was supposed to
have been a peaceful way to bring
about peace negotiations between
Israel and its neighbors there.

Unfortunately we see the
results of that effort before us
today, and once again a sense of
despair and hopelessness appears
to be entering our hearts. As of
today, January 15, we do not know
what the outcome will be. The
world media continues to portray
Israel as the tyrants, who in its
view, is acting in a barbarous way
to the poor, innocent Palestinians.
All of us, | am sure, have received a
multitude of e -mails, messages,
and reports offering information
which may substantiate or repudi-
ate the portrayal that we see on
television and read in the newspa-
pers. It is especially disturbing
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compares the very establishment
of the Jewish state as an act which
is similar to the rise of Nazism and
the holocaust. The total distorting
of facts and revising history in
false statements continues to
exacerbate the hate that is dis-
seminated in the Arab press to-
ward Israel and the Jewish people.
And so, once again the question is
what are we to do and how do we
respond?

| believe that we first need to
educate our own people and our
neighbors of the real facts. We
recently were privileged to hear the
intelligent and inspiring words of
former Ambassador Yoram Ettinger
who was visiting El Paso and gave
us a clear and well -documented
account of the situation today. We
need to bring him back or others
with the same skills of expressing
the facts to address both Jews and
non-Jews as to the reality of the
Israel-Arab conflict. Secondly we
need to also hear from Arab speak-
ers who have experienced the
tyranny of Hamas, or whom have
been members of terrorist organi-
zations, and whom have experi-
enced what those organizations
really do to their people and what
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they teach their children. | can

n e assureaypuethas | am unvorking on

Tthigngraject dwith mwh goedhfriend,
Grace Rendall, of the Christian
television station here in El Paso,
and we hope to present this pro-
gram very soon. Thirdly, we must
show our support for Israel by
actually visiting Israel on a tour
whi ch I woul d call a
solidarity. 6 Rabbi B a
group this month and | plan to lead
a tour in July. Israel needs to know
that the Jews of America are not
afraid of those who are trying to
destroy our precious homeland.
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During this present conflict, several of our own college

students were in Israel as part of the Birthright trips to Israel CANDLE LIGHTING TIMES
for college students, and that is a fourth proposal -- to en-

courage our teenagers and college students to go to Israel. | .

am proud that the El Paso Jewish Academy is bringing 7 " and Friday

8™ graders to Israel in April. Fifth, we are in the process of

planning our annual celebration of Israel Independence Day, February 6 ~ 5:26 pm

which will take place on April 26. We are having meetings
now to begin those plans and hope to have a marvelous February 13 ~ 5:33 pm
community parade and emphasi ze i 0 Il srael 6s.,high |Jjt ech
contributions which have benefited the entire world. It is Ffebruary fO - §'38 pm
imperative that we attend and support this celebration. We
will be contacting all of the various Jewish organizations in
town to participate and also will be inviting community and
government representatives. This month marks the celebra-
tion of Tu Bdshvat on February
plant trees in Israel. Our Hebrew School will observe the
festival with a Tu Bdshvat Sede
will offer everyone the opportunity to support Israel by plant-
ing trees. | urge each of us to purchase several trees for
planting in Israel this year.

Every Israeli soldier and every one of us is saddened by
the loss of the lives of civilian Palestinian people and espe-
cially children. While they seem to be very happy when our
children are killed by their rockets, we will continue to teach
our Talmud Torah students that God has created all people of

February 27 ~ 5:44 pm
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all faiths in His divine image, and so we care about them SYNAGOGUE SERVICES

because they are sacred. | believe it was Golda Meir who said

to Anwar Sadat, the president of Egypt when he came to Daily ~ Monday thru Friday 7:00 am
Jerusalem on a mission of peace | somevondd) thri¥ Eharédsy 63@ . Off r ue
peace will come when your people will love your children ) )

more than they hate ourso. we , | Eriday evpaing 61%pMe  war and e |
all children. We pray for the day when all people will recog- (unless listed otherwise)

nize their brotherhood and sisterhood through the God who Saturday morning & Holidays 9:30 am

wants peace in this world and w &SAturday’ Iﬁir‘icha‘l@)Iea§ekbt?e&klcaleﬁ69rt

sword against nationd in the wornds(fodf| |loSwaeldamy sMavah ok
soon come. Amen
Stephen A. Leon Sunday (unless Holiday) 8:30 am & 5:00 pm

Rabbi

Thank Yeu

We thank the following members for sponsoring the Seudah Shlesheet this past month:
~ Henry Kellen in loving memory of mother, Helena, and sister, Sonya, who perished in the Holocaust

The Messenger is published monthly, except July and August
DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE MESSENGERHAEBRUARY 15
Articles and pictures should be emailed to the synagogue office at

bnaizion.congregationl@gmail.com
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put down their weapons toda
put down their weapons today,|
guote by Benjamin Netanyahu.

Israel needs our support now more than ever. As give it, and to your seed forever.... Arise, walk
we face the difficult days of economic recession and through the land in the length of it and in the breadth
the inauguration of a new president, we should take a of it; for I will give it to t

look at what is going on in the Middle East. . . .
1 f the Arabs put down thed IFra%lg 4 ﬁicgﬁién Clt’_ttgl?i %dge,technology. The

there would be no more violence. If the Jews ce phqne yo on with friends, the laptop you
put down their weapons today, there would use with advanced computer technology (centro

be no mor eBehjamindletanyatu chips), or instant messaging on the computer is all

In this regard, | have come up with a list of reasons to _thanks_, to I_srael. Oh and do not forget_the f|_rst
support Israel ingestible video camera for surgery (that is a pill),

stem cell research, and designer eyeglasses that work
1. Israel is a strategic ally of the United States in that like a virtual television.

part of the world. It needs our complete support and
not that of a oneutral arbit ? JITeOI§raeI,Defense Forces has one of the most

moral armies in the world. It employs smart bombs
2. My values as an American b democracy, love of to minimize casualties. They also drop leaflets and
freedom, pursuer of peace, and love of mankind b are send text messages before attacks to warn civilians
consistent with that of an Israeli. to leave an area thus taking away the element of

. . surprise, all in the interest of preserving human life.
3. Israel struggles daily with the Arabs who promote P P g

and glorify suicide bombing and mass murder of 10. Israel must survive in a dangerous region of the
innocent civilians. world. They are surrounded by countries which have
unelected dictators that harbor terrorists. There is
. o . ) development of weapons of mass destruction by at
is that_ not what America is trying to do in the rest of least one neighboring country. These dictators
the Middle East? oppress their own people by denying them freedom
5. Israel is pressured by many, induding the United and induce the hatred of Israel and the United States.

States, to negotiate with people who declare their
intention to destroy them. Israel should not be
forced into giving up land for peace if it threatens
their existence.

4. Israel is the world leader in fighting terrorism and

If you would like further information on how you
can help please check out the website for American
Friends of Magen David Adom (www.afmda.org).
AFMDA provides the entire nation's pre  -hospital

6. It contains some of the holiest places for not only emergency medical needs, including disaster, ambu-
Judaism, but Christianity as well. lance and blood services. They answer calls for all
_ . _ .. types of accidents, medical emergencies and terror
7. God promised Abraham the land in Genesis: O L i fattacks. The people and volunteers of Magen David
up now your eyes, and look from the place where you Adom do not receive government support and rely
are northward, and southward, and eastward and solely on donations to survive.
westward: for all the land which you see, to you will | Henry Esquenazi
Congregation Bdénai Z

Chevra Kadisha
Who We Are and What We Do

The men and women who &hesgra Kadisha areckhowl@&geatdeiin the tramin 6 s
tional duties and proper procedures for the practice of tahara, the ritual for cleaning, purifying and
dressing the deceased before burial. This work is truly an act of kindness and a mitzvah of highest
order. This group of people desire neither thanks nor recognition. If any individual is interested is
learning about the Jewish tradition of tahara, please contact the office for further information.
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is online and ready

DONE! to serve youl!

\. J

Thanks to the efforts of Brandon
Silverstein of Impulse Development and
t he generous funding
Sisterhood, t he Bonai
more attractive, interactive, and infor-
mative. Visitors can peruse the site and
discover features such as weekly news
and announcements, a place to make
donations on -line, contact information
for Rabbi Leon and the rest of the office
staff, and links to other helpful sites.

Features to look forward to include:

a photo gallery with pictures of syna-
gogue activities and the Cantor Leon
Biblical Gardens, links to Crypto -Judaic
Studies, and information about Sister-
hood, educational programs, and youth
activities.

Please share your current e -mail
addresses with the Synagogue office so
that we may keep you better updated
electronically.

Join

the weekend

in honoring

Synagogue and Sisterhood
Past Presidents

bef or ¢

U

with a special Friday evening
Shabbat Service and dinner

0 Bonai

cosmetics Century Plaza 5857 N.Mesa 833-0179  www.alvarela.com

Friday, February 13
6:]25. PM
I OonNn

Zion website I S
QShabbat & Junior Congregatio}

Saturday, February 14
10:30 611:30 AM

Junior Congregation
for Talmud Torah age students
meets in the Chapel

Tot Shabbat,
for younger congregants,
3-6 years old

&neets in the Schoichet Library/

Tu BoShevat
Monday, February 9

What better way to
spend it than in the
Cantor David Leon

Biblical Garden

Congregati\gn
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YOUTH NEWS

Experience Camp Ramah
Summer 2009

Last summer, 14 young Jewish El Pasoans
experienced Camp Ramah for the first time,
thanks to the generosity of an incentive tuition
grant from Meralee and Sidney Schlusselberg.

Twelve campers spent four weeks among the
rolling hills and waterfalls of Clayton, Georgia
hiking, swimming, and camping as well as par-
ticipating in sports, music and art programs.
Two teens attended the eight -week Ramabh Israel -
Poland Seminar, experiencing an intense emo-
tional journey through one of the most signifi-
cant periods in Jewish history. Students returned
home with life -long memories and long -term
friends plus an enduring connection to Judaism
and Israel.

All 3“9810™ graders interested in attending an
overnight summer camp in a dynamic Jewish
environment are invited to join the director of
Camp Ramah Darom for an information session.

Sunday, February 8
4:00 PM
Zion Fri

Financial aid is available
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BZUSY Does the YMCA

On Wednesday, December 31 *, Bdnai
USY joined tens of thousands of Oregon
State and Pittsburgh fans in a Guinness
world record for the largest crowd to dance

the YMCA at the same time. Thank you to

the Rubin family and Helen of Troy for
making this great afternoon possible.

n Soci al Hal |

Talmud Torah celebrates
1!'The New Year floar Trees?©
-
o,
with a Tu BWShegvaitx Senkse and Shady
reenactment troupe, welcomed BZUSY into
Sunday, February 8 their jail cell during the 75th Annual Brut
10:30 AM Sun Bowl tailgate party.
Friedman Social Hall
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