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Whenever | tell the Purim story
at the synagogue as we read the
first chapter of the Megillah, | joke
about one of the most important
characters in the chronicle of the
holiday, Vasht i,
first wife. Unfortunately when most
of the discussions, commentaries,
Biblical studies, and lessons are
brought forth regarding the Book
of Esther, very few people ever
think of poor Vashti. She is practi-
cally omi tted i
recollections of the holiday. Every-
one remembers her counterpart,
the beautiful Queen Esther, who is
the heroine of Purim. No one
forgets her cousin Mordecai, who
becomes the hero of the Jews of
Persia. Although many people have
trouble pronouncing the name of
King Ahasuerus correctly, they
have fun trying, and he is included
in several Purim songs. Even the
evil Haman, whose name we drown
out with our groggers during the
reading of the Megillah, becomes
known through the triangular
cookies we eat on the holiday
which are named for him. But very
few people remember Vashti.

Letds go back t
of the Book of Esther and recall
how Ahasuerus was hosting a feast
for all his princes and servants, the
nobles and princes of provinces

n

o

and officers of kingdoms. The text
tells us t hat
made a feast for the women in the

Kingbs order s.
courageous act. Vashti knew that
the King basically could do what-
ever he wanted to her, and that by
refusing to obey the King her very
life was in danger. She neverthe-
less refused to demean herself by
showing off her body. She stood
up to the most powerful man in the
country. If she lived today she
could have filed a lawsuit against
him for sexual harassment.

Indeed Vashti did suffer the
consequences of her morally
correct and brave decision. She
washhbanished grom the Kingdom
and was no longer Queen. Some
scholars actually believe that she
was executed, although the text
does not directly say so. In addi-
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[

Ihside th;s issue...
Candlelighting and Services 2
President 6s Messa
Sisterhood News

Youth News

SIInES

Yahrzeits

Passover Customs

Donations

Blast from the Past

Calendar

and more...

OVatsithé | Kitnlygds Qpeewnwi nces

ti me forth t hat oeve
royal house which belonged to bear rule in his houc
King Ahasuerus. 6 ( Gérsem?).eThis rheant ¥hat lessen-
K9). hg King ithans caremandgdshis tially a man could do whatever he
advisers to bring Vashti to his wanted to his wife or the women in
party to o0show t hhis hopsehol®. With this énr mind,
beauty, because she was very that Vashti lived at a time when
attractive to | ook mempdemirated Wwomenphereatt ofl ,
Verse 11). Most commentators defiance should be applauded even
explain that Ahasuerus really more.
wariesl ther toptake @ffl herdclsthes Some 2500 years after we read
so that they could really admire the of Vashti, we see that not much
gorgeous woman that he had
married. Vashti refused to obey the condt on p



has changed in many Arab countries. Here in the 21 st century,
women cannot even drive a car or vote in the so  -called CANDLE LIGHTING TIMES

oOmoder atebd country of Saudi Arpbi a. OHonor kill i ngslg o]

women in many Muslim countries still continue in which Friday

Muslim women are murdered by family members, sometimes

for dating out of the faith, for looking at another man, and March 6 ~ 5:49 pm

even for the 0sino6 of having befn raped. The criminalfls w
commit these murders are rarely punished, and if they are, March 13 ~ 6:54 pm

the puni shment is literally o0 alfslap on the wristo. his
treatment of women and the rule of husbands over wives is March 20 ~ 6:59 pm

rampant throughout the Muslim world, and you hear very few
protesting about the oppression of women in this part of the

world. Even the women leaders of our country, including the . )
two recent female secretaries of state and the speaker of the April 4 ~ 7:09pm
House, and the woman who ran forvice -pr esi dent, dgnhdt seem

to have the courage of a Vashti to stand up to the rulers of 4 il
these countries which oppress women today. We continue to gSHABBAT i
meet with them, to negotiate with them, to carry on business -
with them, but we refuse to confront them on how they not
only discriminate against women, but they oppress, mistreat,
and even allow the murders of women.

March 27 ~ 7:04 pm

SHALOM _;!/

The world of today could learn a great deal from Vashti. SYNAGOGUE SERVICES
She really was a owoman of wvalorjo. She really was a hjpro
should be an example to both men and women today. So this Daily ~ Monday thru Friday 7:00 am '
year when | t el l the story and | menohdgyrlhrutTﬁU%dayé{%?nl?t' coul
go to the party because she didnot have a ticket, afd t
guard said, 01d&dm sorry, no tickef§ Fridayevenings6Hdgmso, youdl | now

didnét tell this terribly corny |[j olkneesslisted agherwise) r epeat dlver
for a laugh, rather | told it so that on Purim we will not only

remember hamentashen, shalach manot, the Megillah, Esther, Saturday morning & Holidays 9:30 am

Saturday Mincha ~ please check calendar

Mordecai, Haman, and Ahas_uergs, but we will never forget (followed by Seudah [IShI

one of the truly brave women in history, Queen Vashti. Have a

very happy and meaningful Purim. Sunday (unless Holiday) 8:30 am & 5:00 pm
Stephen A. Leon
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not forget what is going on in not only Venezuela, but the rest of the world. Let us

make enough noise to drown out all the hate and anti

The Jews of Venezuela

As the results of the referendum vote for no
presidential term limits is announced in Venezuela,
the Jewish community waits to see what will happen
to them. Although, the Jewish community of Vene-
zuela has declined in the last ten years since Chavez
has taken power they still are hoping for the return of
democracy to their country. Those who have left
have gone to other South American countries, Israel,
and South Florida, among other places. Those who
have stayed do not want to leave because they are
integrated and established in every walk of life in
their country.

Venezuela is a tolerable community, but as Chavez
gains power these things are changing. Among the
changes was a raid on a Jewish school in 2004, the
control over the oil in which he claims to have more
than OPEC, the public denial of the Holocaust by
Chavez, and an alliance with both Fidel Castro and
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.

On a more personal level, the alliance with Castro
has some worried that he has begun and will con-
tinue in the footsteps of this known communist
leader. Chavez has even stated that he would like to
rule until 2049 and then hand over the power, like
Fidel did to his brother Raul, after 50 years.

semitism forev|

Now let us fast forward to the more current hap-
penings of this year alone. On January 20, the gov-
ernment published a plan of action on their news
portal, Aporrea: "...confiscation of properties of those
Jews who support the Zionist atrocities of the Nazi
State of Israel and donation of this property to the
Palestinian victims of today's Holocaust."

After this action was published, the
Synagogue in Caracas was raided and vandalized on
the evening of January 30, where the perpetrators left
sl ogans on the wal/l odamn
here. 6 The torahs were
database was taken with the names and addresses of
members were also among the atrocities of what
happened. The most disturbing of all the incidents is
the expulsion of the Israeli ambassador by Chavez
claiming it was to protest the war in Gaza.

As we gather for Purim and sound the groggers to
drown out Hamanos
going on in not only Venezuela, but the rest of the
world. Let us make enough noise to drown out all
the hate and anti -semitism forever.
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I'n honor of

Synagogue Past Presidents:

Jack Eisenberg (1974-1976)
Marvin Roth (1976-1978)
Irvin Nadler (1978-1981)
Gary Weiser (1981-1984)
Jerry Rubin (1984-1985)
Myer Lipson (1985-1987)
Tanny Berg (1987-1989)

Dr. Mel Fox (1989-1991)
Judy Weiser (1991-1993)
Cliff Eisenberg (1993-1995)
Mike Batkin (1995-1997)
Carl Goodman (1997-1999)
Gary Nadler (1999-2001)
Barry Kobren (2001-2003)
Felicia Rubin (2003-2005)
Rick Teplitz (2005-2007)
Henry Esquenazi (2007-2009)

President so
congregation and Sisterhood Friday evening, February 13, with a special Shabbat service followed by a tasty
all-American fried chicken dinner. We extend our gratitude for service and leadership to:

Day,

Bonai Zion took

Sisterhood Past Presidents:

Martha Goldberg (1951-1953)
Blanche Brown (1957-1959)
Ruth Erlich (1963-1965)

Rachel Frank (1970-1971)
Alma Goldfarb (1974-1976)
Ellen Daugherty (1979-1980)
Vivian Siegel (1980-1982)

Judy Weiser (1984-1985)
Ronnie Fox (1987-1989)

Sandy Dula (1989-1991)

Felicia Rubin (1991-1993)
Sallie Gulbas (1996-1999)
Robin Furman (1999-2000)
Nancy Heydemann (2000-2002)
Cindy Cohen and Janice Glickstein (2000-2003)
Amy Leanse (2003-2005)
Linda Corral (2005-2007)

Debra Pazos (2007-2009)
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Spring is approaching. There is a string of mile-
stones that, when they begin, thrill me with a sense
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ladies got the order forms in the mail, took all the
orders, organized the delivery routes, did the shop-

of anticipation. Soon | 61l Ipind) @end armahged fér ahe sefiveriks. | Yoy &re all o f

clothing and it will be light outside when | get up in terrific!

the morning. Lawns and tr ee sFinaWi Paksovbrearrivgs) & & will tiisnyéar il eardy |

be breathing fresh air as it courses through the April and as far as | am concerned, spring has arrived.

windows and into my house. | like this time of year. This year Sisterhood is doing something new for

Can you tell? Pesach. Temple Mt. Sinai s Wo
It all begins with Tu bdéShevatoi nihhge Bwmralid zmaoyn 6lse Si st er

celebrating tree sap rising, but this holiday tells me it
is time to start getting ready for Passover. At our
house we plant parsley instead of trees. It will be
ready for kitchen use just in time to place it on the
Seder plate.

Then thereds Puri m.
spring, is, in our congregation, particularly special
because of the Sisterhood shalach manot project.

Puri npl aacneot e Mi 8§ amos | acuepr

of Temple Beth El in Las Cruces for our first Joint
Womends Passover Experience, a
interactive Seder we dl | | earn
Jewish history and how that relates to us today, the
significance of the orange on the Seder plate, why we
ono t
have an opportunity to share our Passover experi-
ences with other women in the community.

he S

You will soon be receiving, and hopefully enjoying, The Joint Womends Passover EX
your Purim bag and all t hos & stil atlwork asa write thisragide, so.l am rbdyetl i k e
to thank everyone who placed an order this year. able to share all the details. For now, mark your
When you support this project you show your friends calendar for March 29 " and stay tuned for more
and family what they mean to you, and you support a details. | am so looking forward to this activity; | sure
Sisterhood fundraiser which, in turn, supports the hope youdl |l make plans to join
shul and its congregants. Special thanks are ex- to make the best of winter.
tended to our Shalach Manot committee: Becca Korn, Debra Pazos
Lynn Gilden, Judy Grodin, and Annalie Rollins. These Sisterhood President
Please join Joint Women's Passover Experience
Bonai Zi on Si ptfler hood a joint event with
Women of Reform Judaism B6nai Zion Sisterhfood
Temple Beth El Sisterhood (Las Cruces)
Thursday, March 12

z \ _ ’ Sunday, March 29

F ¥ 7:00 PM Y
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 KVETCH at Temple Mt. Sinai

_ for a joint book review of B6dnai Zion Sisterhdod

| Adors Born to Kvetch

_ MICHAEL WEX by Michael Wex Sunday, May 3 /7

2:00 PM

discussion led by Mimi Gladstein )
details to come...




Your Seder wonot
without a trip to our gift shop!

Check out the Passover recipes in the
Sisterhood cookbook

Schmura Matza
Seder Plates
Matza covers

and more

Everything you need for a
beautiful Seder

Open: Wed, Fri, Sun

10am -noon

Friday evening, March 20
6:15 pm services

dinner to follow
details will be sent out soon

Large Print Prayer Books

A small number of prayer books in large
print format  are now available for services.
Siddurim for daily minyan as well as those
for Shabbat and Festivals, can be found on
the shelf at the rear of the chapel. High
Holiday Machzors are located on the table
by the entrance to the main sanctuary. Any
person who wishes to use these prayer
books is welcome to do so, and we kindly
ask that they be replaced at the end of the
service.

bel compl et e

Celebrate Purim!

Monday, March §'
6:30 PM

Megillah Reading
Costume contest
and, of course, hamentashen

Jewish \
Federation

building community

News from the
Jewish Federation of El Paso:

Jewish Federation Big Gifts Campaign Dinner
Honoring the top donors from the past 10 years

Saturday, March 7
7:15 PM

Congregation Bobénai

Watch your mail for invitations
Reservations required, RSVP to 584-4437
Xy
Jewish Federation Campaign Kickoff Event

Featuring the amazing Master of All Things Psychic,
Sidney Friedman

Tuesday, March 24
7:00 PM
Temple Mount Sinai

Dessert reception to follow program

Xy

Jewi sh Federati on
Thursday, April 2

Featured speaker, Amy Hirshberg Lederman
details to follow
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