
 

  

  Whenever I tell the Purim story 

at the synagogue as we read the 

first chapter of the Megillah, I joke 

about one of the most important 

characters in the chronicle of the 

holiday, Vashti, King Ahasuerusõ 

first wife. Unfortunately when most 

of the discussions, commentaries, 

Biblical studies, and lessons are 

brought forth regarding the Book 

of Esther, very few people ever 

think of poor Vashti. She is practi-

cally omitted in most peopleõs 

recollections of the holiday. Every-

one remembers her counterpart, 

the beautiful Queen Esther, who is 

the heroine of Purim. No one 

forgets her cousin Mordecai, who 

becomes the hero of the Jews of 

Persia. Although many people have 

trouble pronouncing the name of 

King Ahasuerus correctly, they 

have fun trying, and he is included 

in several Purim songs. Even the 

evil Haman, whose name we drown 

out with our groggers during the 

reading of the Megillah, becomes 

known through the triangular 

cookies we eat on the holiday 

which are named for him. But very 

few people remember Vashti.  

 Letõs go back to the beginning 

of the Book of Esther and recall 

how Ahasuerus was hosting a feast 

for all his princes and servants, the 

nobles and princes of provinces 

and officers of kingdoms. The text 

tells us that òVashti the Queen 

made a feast for the women in the 

royal house which belonged to 

King Ahasuerus.ó (Chapter 1, Verse 

9). The King then commanded his 

advisers to bring Vashti to his 

party to òshow the people her 

beauty, because she was very 

attractive to look uponó (Chapter 1, 

Verse 11). Most commentators 

explain that Ahasuerus really 

wanted her to take off her clothes 

so that they could really admire the 

gorgeous woman that he had 

married. Vashti refused to obey the 

Kingõs orders. This was a very 

courageous act. Vashti knew that 

the King basically could do what-

ever he wanted to her, and that by 

refusing to obey the King her very 

life was in danger. She neverthe-

less refused to demean herself by 

showing off her body. She stood 

up to the most powerful man in the 

country. If she lived today she 

could have filed a lawsuit against 

him for sexual harassment.   

 Indeed Vashti did suffer the 

consequences of her morally 

correct and brave decision. She 

was banished from the Kingdom 

and was no longer Queen. Some 

scholars actually believe that she 

was executed, although the text 

does not directly say so. In addi-

tion a proclamation is sent to all of 

the Kingõs provinces that from this 

time forth that òevery man shall 

bear rule in his houseó Chapter 1, 

Verse 22). This meant that essen-

tially a man could do whatever he 

wanted to his wife or the women in 

his household. With this in mind, 

that Vashti lived at a time when 

men dominated women, her act of 

defiance should be applauded even 

more.  

 Some 2500 years after we read 

of Vashti, we see that not much 
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has changed in many Arab countries. Here in the 21
st
 century, 

women cannot even drive a car or vote in the so -called  

òmoderateó country of Saudi Arabia. òHonor killingsó of 

women in many Muslim countries still continue in which 

Muslim women are murdered by family members, sometimes 

for dating out of the faith, for looking at another man, and 

even for the òsinó of having been raped. The criminals who 

commit these murders are rarely punished, and if they are, 

the punishment is literally ò a slap on the wristó. This mis-

treatment of women and the rule of husbands over wives is 

rampant throughout the Muslim world, and you hear very few 

protesting about the oppression of women in this part of the 

world. Even the women leaders of our country, including the 

two recent female secretaries of state and the speaker of the 

House, and the woman who ran for vice -president, donõt seem 

to have the courage of a Vashti to stand up to the rulers of 

these countries which oppress women today. We continue to 

meet with them, to negotiate with them, to carry on business 

with them, but we refuse to confront them on how they not 

only discriminate against women, but they oppress, mistreat, 

and even allow the murders of women.  

 The world of today could learn a great deal from Vashti. 

She really was a òwoman of valoró. She really was a hero and 

should be an example to both men and women today.  So this 

year when I tell the story and I mention that Vashti couldnõt 

go to the party because she didnõt have a ticket, and the 

guard said, òIõm sorry, no tickee, no Vashtió, youõll know that I 

didnõt tell this terribly corny joke which I repeat every year, 

for a laugh, rather I told it so that on Purim we will not only 

remember hamentashen, shalach manot, the Megillah, Esther, 

Mordecai, Haman, and Ahasuerus, but we will never forget 

one of the truly brave women in history, Queen Vashti. Have a 

very happy and meaningful Purim.  

Stephen A. Leon  

Rabbi 

Friday  

March  6 ~ 5:49 pm  

March  13  ~ 6:54 pm  

March  20  ~ 6:59 pm  

March  27  ~ 7:04 pm  

April  4 ~ 7:09 pm  

HAPPY  

PURIM 

 
Daylight Saving Time begins  

Sunday, March 8 th   
 

Donõt forget to Set your  
clocks an hour ahead  
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 P R E S I D E N T õ S  M E S S A G E 

 

 

òAs we gather for Purim and sound the groggers to drown out Hamanõs name let us  

not forget what is going on in not only Venezuela, but the rest of the world.  Let us  

make enough noise to drown out all the hate and anti -semitism forever.ó  

The Jews of Venezuela  
 

 As the results of the referendum vote for no 

presidential term limits is announced in Venezuela, 

the Jewish community waits to see what will happen 

to them.  Although, the Jewish community of Vene-

zuela has declined in the last ten years since Chavez 

has taken power they still are hoping for the return of 

democracy to their country.  Those who have left 

have gone to other South American countries, Israel, 

and South Florida, among other places.  Those who 

have stayed do not want to leave because they are 

integrated and established in every walk of life in 

their country.  

 Venezuela is a tolerable community, but as Chavez 

gains power these things are changing.  Among the 

changes was a raid on a Jewish school in 2004, the 

control over the oil in which he claims to have more 

than OPEC, the public denial of the Holocaust by 

Chavez, and an alliance with both Fidel Castro and 

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.  

 On a more personal level, the alliance with Castro 

has some worried that he has begun and will con-

tinue in the footsteps of this known communist 

leader.  Chavez has even stated that he would like to 

rule until 2049 and then hand over the power, like 

Fidel did to his brother Raul, after 50 years.  

 Now let us fast forward to the more current hap-

penings of this year alone.  On January 20, the gov-

ernment published a plan of action on their news 

portal, Aporrea: "...confiscation of properties of those 

Jews who support the Zionist atrocities of the Nazi 

State of Israel and donation of this property to the 

Palestinian victims of today's Holocaust."  

 After this action was published, the Tiferet Israel 

Synagogue in Caracas was raided and vandalized on 

the evening of January 30, where the perpetrators left 

slogans on the wall òdamn the Jewsó and òJews out of 

here.ó The torahs were removed from the ark, and a 

database was taken with the names and addresses of 

members were also among the atrocities of what 

happened.  The most disturbing of all the incidents is 

the expulsion of the Israeli ambassador by Chavez 

claiming it was to protest the war in Gaza.  

 As we gather for Purim and sound the groggers to 

drown out Hamanõs name let us not forget what is 

going on in not only Venezuela, but the rest of the 

world.  Let us make enough noise to drown out all 

the hate and anti -semitism forever.  

 

Henry Esquenazi  

Congregation Bõnai Zion President 

In honor of Presidentsô Day, Bônai Zion took the opportunity to express appreciation to the past presidents of the  
congregation and Sisterhood Friday evening, February 13, with a special Shabbat service followed by a tasty  

all-American fried chicken dinner.  We extend our gratitude for service and leadership to: 
 

  Synagogue Past Presidents:          Sisterhood Past Presidents: 
 

  Jack Eisenberg (1974-1976)          Martha Goldberg (1951-1953) 
  Marvin Roth (1976-1978)           Blanche Brown (1957-1959) 
  Irvin Nadler (1978-1981)           Ruth Erlich (1963-1965) 
  Gary Weiser (1981-1984)           Rachel Frank (1970-1971) 
  Jerry Rubin (1984-1985)           Alma Goldfarb (1974-1976) 
  Myer Lipson (1985-1987)           Ellen Daugherty (1979-1980) 
  Tanny Berg (1987-1989)           Vivian Siegel (1980-1982) 
  Dr. Mel Fox (1989-1991)           Judy Weiser (1984-1985) 
  Judy Weiser (1991-1993)           Ronnie Fox (1987-1989) 
  Cliff Eisenberg (1993-1995)          Sandy Dula (1989-1991) 
  Mike Batkin (1995-1997)           Felicia Rubin (1991-1993) 
  Carl Goodman (1997-1999)          Sallie Gulbas (1996-1999) 
  Gary Nadler (1999-2001)           Robin Furman (1999-2000) 
  Barry Kobren (2001-2003)          Nancy Heydemann (2000-2002) 
  Felicia Rubin (2003-2005)           Cindy Cohen and Janice Glickstein (2000-2003) 
  Rick Teplitz (2005-2007)               Amy Leanse  (2003-2005) 
  Henry Esquenazi (2007-2009)         Linda Corral (2005-2007) 
                    Debra Pazos (2007-2009) 
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S I S T E R H O O D   

P R E S I D E N T õ S  M E S S A G E 

 

òSpring is approaching.  There is a string of milestones that, when they begin, thrill me  

with a sense of anticipation.  Soon Iõll be able to shed layers of clothing and it will be light 

outside when I get up in the morning.  Lawns and trees will be green and Iõll be breathing 

fresh air as it courses through the windows and into my house.  I like this time of year.ó   

 Spring is approaching.  There is a string of mile-

stones that, when they begin, thrill me with a sense 

of anticipation.  Soon Iõll be able to shed layers of 

clothing and it will be light outside when I get up in 

the morning.  Lawns and trees will be green and Iõll 

be breathing fresh air as it courses through the 

windows and into my house.  I like this time of year.  

Can you tell?   

 It all begins with Tu bõShevat.  The world may be 

celebrating tree sap rising, but this holiday tells me it 

is time to start getting ready for Passover.  At our 

house we plant parsley instead of trees.  It will be 

ready for kitchen use just in time to place it on the 

Seder plate.   

 Then thereõs Purim.  Purim, another step closer to 

spring, is, in our congregation, particularly special 

because of the Sisterhood shalach manot project.  

You will soon be receiving, and hopefully enjoying, 

your Purim bag and all those delicious treats. Iõd like 

to thank everyone who placed an order this year.  

When you support this project you show your friends 

and family what they mean to you, and you support a 

Sisterhood fundraiser which, in turn, supports the 

shul and its congregants.  Special thanks are ex-

tended to our Shalach Manot committee:  Becca Korn, 

Lynn Gilden, Judy Grodin, and Annalie Rollins.  These 

ladies got the order forms in the mail, took all the 

orders, organized the delivery routes, did the shop-

ping, and arranged for the deliveries.  You are all 

terrific!  

 Finally, Passover arrives, as it will this year in early 

April and as far as I am concerned, spring has arrived.  

This year Sisterhood is doing something new for 

Pesach.  Temple Mt. Sinaiõs Women of Reform Judaism 

is joining Bõnai Zionõs Sisterhood and the Sisterhood 

of Temple Beth El in Las Cruces for our first Joint 

Womenõs Passover Experience, a Miriam Seder.  At this 

interactive Seder weõll learn about Miriamõs role in 

Jewish history and how that relates to us today, the 

significance of the orange on the Seder plate, why we 

place a Miriamõs cup on the Seder table, and weõll 

have an opportunity to share our Passover experi-

ences with other women in the community.   

 The Joint Womenõs Passover Experience Committee 

is still at work as I write this article, so I am not yet 

able to share all the details.  For now, mark your 

calendar for March 29
th
 and stay tuned for more 

details.  I am so looking forward to this activity; I sure 

hope youõll make plans to join us.  Until then, letõs try 

to make the best of winter.  

Debra Pazos  

Sisterhood President  

Please join  
Bõnai Zion Sisterhood 

Women of Reform Judaism  
El Paso Chapter of Hadassah  

 

Thursday, March 12  

7:00 PM  
 

at Temple Mt. Sinai  

for a joint book review of  
Born to Kvetch  
by Michael Wex  

 

discussion led by Mimi Gladstein  

 
Joint Women's Passover Experience  

 

a joint event with  
Bõnai Zion Sisterhood 

TMS Women of Reform Judaism  
Temple Beth El Sisterhood (Las Cruces)  

 

Sunday, March 29  
 

xy 
 

Bõnai Zion Sisterhood Chai Tea 
 

Sunday, May 3  

2:00 PM  
 

details to come...  
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Large Print Prayer Books  
 

A small number of prayer books in large 

print format  are now available for services.  

Siddurim  for daily minyan  as well as those 

for Shabbat and Festivals, can be found on 

the shelf at the rear of the chapel.  High 

Holiday Machzors  are located on the table 

by the entrance to the main sanctuary. Any 

person who wishes to use these prayer 

books is welcome to do so, and we kindly 

ask that they be replaced at the end of the 

service.  

Your Seder wonôt be complete  

without a trip to our gift shop!  
 

Check out the Passover recipes in the  
Sisterhood cookbook  

 

Schmura Matza  

Seder Plates  
Matza covers  

and more  
 

Everything you need for a  

beautiful Seder  
 

Open:  Wed, Fri, Sun    10am -noon  

Jewish Federation Big Gifts Campaign Dinner  
Honoring the top donors from the past 10 years 

 

Saturday, March 7 
7:15 PM 

Congregation Bônai Zion 
 

Watch your mail for invitations 
Reservations required, RSVP to 584-4437 

 

xy 
 

Jewish Federation Campaign Kickoff Event  
Featuring the amazing Master of All Things Psychic,  

Sidney Friedman 
 

Tuesday, March 24 

7:00 PM 
Temple Mount Sinai 

 

Dessert reception to follow program 
 

xy 
 

Jewish Federation Womenôs Event 
Thursday, April 2 

 

Featured speaker, Amy Hirshberg Lederman 
details to follow 

News from the  

Jewish Federation of  El Paso:  

Friday evening, March 20  
6:15 pm services  
dinner to follow  

details will be sent out soon  

Celebrate Purim!  
 

Monday, March 9
th

  

6:30 PM 

 
 

Megillah Reading 

Costume contest 

and, of course, hamentashen 
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YOUTH  NEWS 

BZUSY Bounces Back in the  
Southwest Region  

 

 The weekend of February 13 ð15, Rodolfo Madero, 

Joseph Roe, and Stephen Sias, accompanied by advisor 

Becca Korn, flew to Austin, Texas for the Southwest 

Region USY Spring Kallah.  The El Paso chapter made a 

long overdue appearance at this regional convention 

and was greeted warmly by staff and students alike.   

 Almost 100 high schoolers from Austin, Dallas, Fort 

Worth, Houston, San Antonio, Oklahoma City and, of 

course, El Paso, joined together to celebrate Shabbat at 

Congregation Agudas Achim in Austin for òSWUSY in 

Wonderland.ó  The weekend services were led entirely 

by USYers, from Kabbalat Shabbat Friday night to 

Sunday morning creative Shacharit.  

 Every tasty meal was followed by a lively Birkat 

Hamazon and each activity was conducted with ruach.  

For the Israel program, SWUSYers divided into groups 

representing the different Israeli political parties and 

then performed persuasive skits.  Saturday afternoon, 

matches were made during SWUSY Date, a lively game 

show in the spirit of the 90õs MTV dating show Singled 

Out .  At the conclusion of Shabbat, the group piled into 

charter buses for a tip to a downtown Austin improv 

comedy club.  One member of the comedy troupe in 

particular gained the approval of the crowd when he 

proceeded to throw around Yiddish words and Hebrew 

phrases.  Many USYers from the crowd were invited to 

the stage for various acts.  Back at Agudas Achim, the 

òhighlighteró dance commenced ð loud music, white T -

shirts and multi -colored highlighters entertained the 

crowd.  The convention concluded with the Friendship 

Circle, an outside gathering of all the SWUSYers, danc-

ing around, singing and saying goodbye until Regional 

Convention in Dallas in June.  

 See next monthõs Messenger for stories written by 

BZUSY Spring Kallah participants.  

Rebecca Korn  

USY Advisor  

BZUSY Scores Big with  
Super Bowl Fundraiser  

 

 The USY Super Bowl fundraiser was a huge success 

with over 30 party baskets delivered the morning of the 

big game.  Recipients enjoyed sweet and salty treats with 

beverages to wash them down, as well as a festive foot-

ball whistle and mini football rocket.  BZUSY is especially 

grateful to Irvin and Alicia Nadler for their generosity in 

underwriting the project.  Thank you to all who partici-

pated in the youth groupõs first fundraiser by ordering 

baskets and making donations; as a result, three USYers 

from El Paso experienced regional convention for the 

first time.  

Stephen Sias and Joseph Roe with  
Israeli Shaliach, Yitzi 

Rodolfo Madero and friends 

Friendship circle 
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MARCH  
BIRTHDAYS  

01 Parviz Chavol 
Karen Spivack 
 

03 Gloria Madson 
 

05 Ellyce Kimmelman 
 

06 Amy Wilson 
 

07 Victor Lara 
 

08 Albert Feinberg 
Sylvia Svarzbein 
 

10 Samuel Kessel 
Rachelle Nedow 
Gary B. Weiser 
 

13 Molly Goldberg 
 

14 Abe Goldberg 
Allen Green 
Harry Kirshenbaum 
James Michael Levy 
Mark Weiss 

03 Dr. David & Cindy Metrikin  
  

06 Jack B. & Ruja Cohen  
David E. & Evelyn Goodman  
 

08 Gerald & Stanlee Rubin  
 

14 Drs. Jorge & Elena Perez   
 

16 Drs. Larry Lesser & Lauren Davis 
 

18 Gary & Lisa Nadler  
 

19 Mark & Patricia Hutman 
Bryan & Joani Schonberg 
 

20 Carlos & Sofia Kaplan  
 

21 Bernard & Jeannette Fenenbock 
James & Monica Kimmelman  
 

24 Adam & Dana Frank  
 

25 Dr. Brion & Elisa Gluck  
Sidney & Fay Kligman  
 

27 Bernard & Laura Felsen  
 

28 Solomon & Shaya Holland  
 

29 Manon & Ellen Daugherty 
David & Eugenia Kaplan  
 

30 Art & Linda Corral  

24 Dr. Sam Kupetz  
Sara Scoggin  
 

25 Marcia Schwartz 
  

26 Dr. Marc Zuckerman 
  

27 Melinda Marcus  
   

28 Randy Lewis  
Tibor Schaechner   
 

29 Donald Glickstein  
Moshe Yardeni  
 

30 Holli Berry  
Anthony Furman  
Maxine Grodin  
 

31 Dr. Melvin Fox  

15 Judy Grodin  
 

16 Helen Eiland  
Reva Nathanson 
Judith Weiser 
 

17 Herbert Ehrlich 
 

18 Robert Beckoff 
 

19 Thomas Dula  
Harold Peitzer 
Daniel Siegelman 
  

20 Harris Kaplan  
 

21 Edwin Madson 
 

22 Michael Kuchinsky 
 

23 Maria Dembovicius  
Pearl Kaplan  
Sofia Kaplan  

MARCH 
ANNIVERSARIES  

Mazel Tov! 
 

Welcome to the world 

Olivia Ann Utterback 
 

Daughter of Scott & Brittany Utterback 
Granddaughter of Barbara Berliner 

Great-granddaughter of Alda Berliner 

Seth Krasne, a sixth grader at Journey Academy as well as 
a B'nai Zion Talmud Torah student, recently won first place 
in individual competition in "Math Counts", a 26 year old 
national program designed to improve math skills among 
US students.  In team competition, his team of four students 
also placed, winning third.  The competition was organized 
by the TX Society of Professional Engineers.  Seth com-
peted against 6th-8th grade students from the entire El 
Paso area.  He will represent El Paso at the Statewide com-
petition in Austin at the end of March.   
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MARCH  YAHRZEITS  

3/1 (Adar 5)  

Nathan Goldman  
Sadie Green 
Lillian Horn  
Harry Licht   
Mary Rubin   

 

3/2 (Adar 6)  

   Sophia Chame  
Lawrence Chonoles 
Ruth Novick 
Ysrael Schutz  
Rosa Svarzbein  
Joshua Batkin   

 

3/3 (Adar 7)  

Albert Esquenazi  
Gussie Kligman  
Gladys Krug 

 

3/4 (Adar 8)  

Samuel Armour 
Yehoshua Binetsky 
Motel Burman  
Irene Galatzan 
Erich Hirsch   
Janice Kent   
Josef Leibovitch 
Jack Neumark 
Benjamin Pulner 
Blanche Vorenberg  
    

3/5 (Adar 9)  

Ana Dembovicius 
Herbert Dubin  
Lilli Hemsani  
Benny Kravitz  
Olga Rose   
  

3/6 (Adar 10)  

Faye Ehrlich  
Nathan Kasper   
Rose Licht  
Jack Morgan  
Bertha Roberstein 
Solomon Sabal  
Joseph Schuller 
Anna Tarlowe 

3/7 (Adar 11)  

Simon Askenazi  
Sam Bellman 

  

3/8 (Adar 12)  

Isadore Kahn  
William Kurman 
Mollie Nitka  
Morris Rubinfeld  
Moshe Schlusselberg 
Rose Wasserzug  
  

3/9 (Adar 13)  

Mathy Chayes Pottok 
Rose Geller 
Jennie Mochon 
Dora Moscow 
Rose Schoichet 
Mordecai Sidransky 
Kurt Spier 
Benjamin Suchoff 

  

3/10 (Adar 14)  
Sondra Cohen 
Abraham Englander 
Bob Furman  
Sol Juda 
Marcus Rosen 
Gadola Schochat 
Louis Wasserzug 

 

3/11 (Adar 15)  

   Monica Hauptman 
Rose Mann 
Anita Yambra 
Henry Zucker  

 

3/12 (Adar 16)  

Joseph Cherno 
Dora Erlich   
Charles Fruithandler 
Evelyn Kamer  
Frieda Margolis 
Dottie Rosenfield 
Lillian Shabot  

 

3/13 (Adar 17)  

   Mordechai Bork 
Rose Goldberg 
Isaac Kishk  

 

3/14 (Adar 18)  

Sophie Gluck 
Jacob Goodman  
Nathan Morgenstern 
Basirlay Ovadia  
Phillip Zissman  
 

3/15 (Adar 19)  

Sadie Berk 
Simon Chomer 
Dan Gross   

Hyman Kligman 
Leon Tarlowe 
Rose Zlotnick  
 

3/16 (Adar 20)  

   David Brown 
Ernestine Rosen 
Zalman Rotman 
Blanche Wechter  
Hyman Yaker  

 

3/17 (Adar 21)  
Belle Beinhorn 
Sally Cohn 
Abraham Ehrlich 
Jean Golden  
Roslyn Golden  
Mathilda Goldstein 
Gladys Schecter 
 

3/18 (Adar 22)  

Samuel Liebman  
 

3/19 (Adar 23)  

Fred Davidoff 
Sarah Reed 
 

3/20 (Adar 24)  
Alvin Cohen  
Baruch Holzer 
Nagtollah Shirazy  

3/21 (Adar 25)  

Leo Mandell 
Ruth Pepper 
 

3/22 (Adar 26)  

   Litman Brown 
Dina Eisenberg 
Annie Fox 
Gussie Frommer 
Julia Kellen 
Machle Reisel 
Tova Winberg 

 

3/23 (Adar 27)  

Edwardo Chavez 
Emma Fox 
Yetta Goldberg 
 

3/24 (Adar 28)  

Milton D. Feinberg 
Esther Kaufman  
 

3/25 (Adar 29)  
Cyrel Celemenski 
Samuel Feldman 
Salomon Frankel  
Louis Janger 
Frieda Kuchs 
Louis Levitt 
Ralph Pinchuck 
Madelyn Shabot 

3/26 (Nissan 1)  

Gussie Batt  
Carl Deener 
Della Hirsch 

 

3/27 (Nissan 2)  

Nena Chiz 
Joseph Leon 
Donna Ovadia 
Pearl Rosen 

 

3/28 (Nissan 3)  
Pauline Blum 
Irwin Grodin 

 

3/29 (Nissan 4)  

Benny Frank 
Joseph Kuchs 
Aaron Retzkin 

 

3/30 (Nissan 5)  

Martha Bruder  
Isidore Himelstein 

 

3/31 (Nissan 6)  

Dora Dinesman 
Dorothy Grosser 
Samuel Schmalholz 
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PASSOVER AND ITS CUSTOMS  

 

CELEBRATE PASSOVER 

  

INTRODUCTION  

 Passover is the supreme Jewish holiday, the most universally celebrated.  There is no holiday in the Jewish 

calendar over which the Jews make more of a tumult ð the preparations beginning in some households weeks 

before the event.  The reason is clear.  From the very first Passover ð celebrated in Egypt ð the holiday has 

been celebrated in the bosom of the family.  And family is a supreme Jewish value.  

  

THE NAMES  

 Passover occurs on the 15
th
 day of Nisan and is called the time of our freedom in our liturgy.  The name 

Pesach refers to two events:  

 1.  The placing of the blood on the door -posts of the Hebrews homes at the time of the first Passover; the 

blood came from the Karbon Pesach or the Paschal Lamb which was sacrificed to G -d on the eve of the Exodus.  

 2.  In Hebrew the verb ôpesachõ means ôpass overõ and it refers to the Angel of Death who passed over the 

homes of the Hebrews and killed only the first born of the Egyptians.  

  

 The holiday has several names.  The word Passover  comes from the Hebrew word Pesach, which itself is the 

noun form of the verb pasah .  During the last of the Ten Plagues ð the slaying of the first born sons ð the 

Angel of Death is said to have òpassed overó the houses of the Israelites.  For this reason, the holiday is also 

known as Leil Shimurim , a night of observing, in which Israel has no fear.  A third name is Hag haMatzot , after 

the unleavened flat bread, eaten because the hastily departing Israelites could not allow bread the time to rise.  

The fourth name of the holiday is Hag  haõAviv, the Feast of Springtime.  Just as springtime connotes the 

rebirth of nature after a long winter, Passover celebrates the rebirth of a people after years of slavery.   

  

THE DATE  

 Passover is therefore one of the Jewish New Years.  Indeed Nisan, the month during which it is celebrated, 

is called in the Torah, the first month of the year.  (Tishrei, the month of Rosh Hashanah, is the seventh.)  Like 

Sukkot, Pesach begins at the full moon, on the 15
th
 of the month, and ends in Israel after seven days and in 

the Diaspora after eight.  For the record, the date of the Exodus is sometime during the 13
th
 century BCE.  

  

THE SEDER 

 The word Seder literally means order.  In the Diaspora there is a Seder on each of the first two nights of 

Pesach; in Israel, on the first night.  This order was given to us probably to assure that, in our flights of story -

telling fancy, we do not forget to observe the other basic requirements.  

  

PASSOVER CUSTOMS 

  

BEDIKAT HAMETZ ñ Search for leaven  

 On the evening before Pesach the entire house is searched for leaven.  This is done by using a candle for 

light, a feather to sweep the crumbs and a spoon to hold the crumbs.  

  

BIOR HAMETZ ñ Burning hametz  

 All of the leaven is then burned in the backyard (only a few symbolic crumbs).  This must be done before 

9:00 a.m. on the morning of the first Seder ð Wednesday, April 8 . 

  

MEHIRAT HAMETZ ñ The selling of hametz  

 Any manner of hametz (leavened food or utensils) owned by a Jew during the Passover holiday is forbidden 

for use forever.  Since one cannot dispose of all hametz before the holiday, he must arrange for a formal 

Mehirat Hametz or sale of the leaven to a non -Jew, which is then re -purchased after Passover.  All such hametz 

and utensils should, therefore, be locked in a special place by April 8.   As not everybody is familiar with the 

legal technicalities of the law regulating such sale, it is the custom to sell it to a non -Jew.  For your conven-

ience in observing this law, an authorization form is in this bulletin and should be completed and returned to 

the Synagogue office by Wednesday, April 8 .   

  

MAOT CHITTIM ñ Helping Charities  

 At this time of Pesach, when one sells his hametz or when one prepares for the Seder, he is obligated to 

give to a worthwhile charity.  May I suggest a contribution to the Rabbiõs Discretionary Fund to help the poor.  

These contributions may be sent to our office c/o Rabbi Leon.  Contributions to oneõs favorite charity or Jewish 

Family and Childrenõs Services also is appropriate. 
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 TAõANIT AND SIYUM BõHORIM ñ Fast and service for first born males  

 All first born Jewish males are required to fast the day before Passover in order to remember the first born 

Egyptian males who were killed by G -dõs hand at the time of the Exodus.  In order to change this obligation to 

a Mitzvah, a tractate of the Talmud is completed at a service early in the morning.   If they attend a siyum  ð a 

party celebrating the completion of a cycle of study ð they may break the fast.  Such a siyum will take place on 

Wednesday, April 8   following the morning service that begins at 6:45 a.m.  
  

THE SEDER 

 Passover begins with the lighting of the candles.  On the first evening of Passover the following prayers are 

said when lighting the candles:  

 1.  òBaruch atah adonai eloheinu melech haõolam asher kidshanu bõmitzvotav võtzivanu lihaddilik nõear 

             shel Yom Tov.ó 

 2.  òBaruch atah adonai eloheinu melech haõolam shehecheyanu vikiyeemanu vihiggianu lozman                

       hazeh.ó 

 On the second night of Passover the prayers are the same.  

 On the 7
th
 and 8

th
 evenings of Pesach, only the first prayer is said when lighting the candles.  

  

 Prior to the Seder, every family should attend Passover services at the Synagogue.  Then they return home 

for the Seder.  The word Seder means ôorderõ and the Seder book called Haggadah  means ôstory.õ  The Seder 

service consists of 14 parts.  One should consult his own Haggadah for the appropriate prayers.  

 These are the parts of the Seder:  

 1.   Kiddush : Prayer over the wine  

 2.  Urchatz : Wash hands using a pitcher or cup poured over the hands.  No blessing is said because we 

are not yet ready to eat the meal, only to eat the karpas.  

 3.   Karpas : A green vegetable (celery or parsley) is dipped into salt water and the prayer is said.  

 4.   Yachatz : The middle matzah is divided in half; one half is returned, the other is hidden for the afiko-

men.  

 5.  Mageed : The story of Pesach is told.  This lengthy part of the seder includes the four questions, òwe 

were slaves,ó the four sons, G-dõs promise, Dayeinu, the three symbols. 

 6.  Rachatz : We wash our hands once more, this time with the appropriate blessing for we are about to 

eat the meal.  

 7.  Motzi Matzah : The prayer òHamotzió is said and then a special prayer concerning G-dõs command to 

eat matzah is offered.  Then a piece of matzah is eaten.   

 8.  Maror : We remember the bitter times of slavery by dipping the herb into charoset and saying the  

prayer.  

 9.     Koreych : A sandwich is made and eaten consisting of two pieces of matzah, maror and charoset.  

10.    Shulchan oreych : òThe Set Table.ó  The meal is eaten. 

11.  Tzafun : Dessert, everyone receives a piece of the afikomen which has been recovered from the child    

who found it, for a gift.  

12.  Bareich : The grace after meals is said by all.  

13.  Hallel : Songs of praise to G -d are sung.  This occurs after the cup of Elijah is discussed.  

14.  Nirtzah : Conclusion.  Final prayers and then many songs of Pesach are sung.  

  

SERVICES 

On the first two and the last two days of Passover, it is customary to attend synagogue services.  Special 

Passover prayers and appropriate Torah readings are said.  Please check the schedule of services.  During Chol 

Hamoed Pesach, the intermediate days between the first and last two days, additional prayers are offered at 

services.  Most regular customs of the weekday are observed ð one may ride, go to work, etc.  However, for all 

8 days only Passover products may be eaten.  

On the first day of Passover the prayer for dew is offered.  On the eighth day of Passover the Yizkor Memo-

rial services are offered.  It is customary to conclude the second day of Passover and the eighth day at the 

synagogue with the Havdalah Service.  

 

SEFIRAT HAOMER  

 Beginning with the second night of Passover, and continuing for forty -nine nights, we count the Omer, in 

accordance with the Biblical injunction: òFrom the morrow of Pesach, from the day of your bringing the Omer, 

you can count seven full weeks.ó  The Omer was a special offering of barley gathered from the newly ripened 

grain, which then permitted the use of the spring harvest.  In Temple times, the harvesting of the Omer on the 

second night of Pesach was an occasion of great celebration in the streets of Jerusalem.   The counting of the 

Omer must take place after sunset.  Immediately before stating the daily and weekly number of the Omer, we 

recite the benediction òAl Sefirat HaOmer.ó 
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 The forty -nine days link the festival of Passover, the celebration of our physical redemption, with the festival 

of Shavuot, which occurs on the fiftieth day, when we celebrate our spiritual redemption, the giving of the 

Torah at Mt. Sinai.  

 òBaruch atah adonai elohainu melech haõolam asher kidshanu bõmitzvotav võtzivanu al sefirat haõomer.  

Blessed art Thou, Lord our G -d, King of the universe who has sanctified us with His commandments, and 

commanded us regarding the counting of the Omer.ó 

  

PASSOVER RULES 

  

1.  Hametz  ð The term hametz or leaven refers to food, dishes, and utensils that are prohibited for use on 

Pesach. 

2.   Forbidden for use  ð Foods and drinks made from wheat, rye, barley, oats, millet, as well as derivations of 

those grains.  Rice, corn, peas and all types of legumes are not for Passover use.  (Sephardic Jews do use 

rice)  

3.   Permitted for use  ð The following foods may be used for Passover in unopened packages or containers and 

require no Kosher LõPesach label: coffee, sugar, tea, salt, pepper.  Frozen vegetables normally permitted 

for Passover use are permitted.  Fresh fruits and vegetables (except those mentioned above) are permitted.  

Other products require Kosher LõPesach labels and should be verified by Rabbinic signature. 

4.  Dishes and utensils  

a)  Silverware, knives, forks and spoons made wholly of metal require thorough scouring, and immersion in 

boiling water.  

b) Glassware may be koshered by soaking in water for 72 hours.  The water must be changed at least 

once a day.  

c)   Metal pots and pans must be totally immersed in boiling water.  The container used for this purpose 

must be heated with a red hot stone.   

  d)  Earthenware, enamelware, and porcelain utensils used during the year may not be used on Passover.  

      e)  Utensils used for baking during the year should not be used.  

      f)   Refrigerators and freezers should be thoroughly cleaned and the shelves should be covered.  

g)  Ovens and ranges must be thoroughly scoured and all the gas jets or the electricity should be turned on 

for 5 -7 minutes to burn out all the hametz.  

      h)  Dishwashers may be used after thoroughly scouring with boiling water and the use of a new tray.  

FORM FOR SALE OF HAMETZ  
  

I/We ____________________________________ 
  
hereby authorize Rabbi Stephen Leon to dispose of all 
hametz which may be in my possession, wherever it may 
be, at home, place of business, or elsewhere in accordance 
with the requirements and provisions of Jewish Law. 

  

NAME ______________________________________ 

ADDRESS __________________________________ 

CITY _______________________________________ 

 

Please return this form by  

Wednesday morning, April 8 th 

 
 

2nd  Night of Passover  
Community Seder  

 
Thursday, April 9  

 
Services begin at 7:00 PM  

Followed by Seder and meal  
Dinner catered by Gerry Chaplain  

pricing information forthcoming  
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DONATIONS  

Aaron Kobren  
Youth Center Fund  

 

In memory of Stanley Golden,  
father of Robin Kobren  
 Sam and Lenore Kobren 

 

Ben and Florence Schoichet 
Memorial Fund  

 

In honor of Marvin and Harriet Roth 
on their special birthdays  
 Ed and Nancy Sochat 

 

Building Fund  
 

Yahrzeit for grandfather,  
Jacob Heller  
 Dr. Sol and Ronnie Heller 
 

Condolences to Thelma Krugman  
on the loss of her sister  
 Dr. Sol and Ronnie Heller 
 

Yahrzeit for uncle, Myles Heller  
 Dr. Sol and Ronnie Heller 
 

Condolences to Sandy Nadler on  
the loss of her father  
 Dr. Sol and Ronnie Heller 
 

Sharing joy with Warren and Claire 
Pulner that their grandson, Jacob,  
is doing well  
 Dr. Sol and Ronnie Heller 

 

Cantor David Leon  
Biblical Gardens  

 

In honor of Bernie and Selma  
Chasens on their 65th wedding  
anniversary  
 Rena Marcus 
 

A speedy recovery to Emilie Swartz  
 Gayle, David, Emily and  
  Mollie Green 
 Milt and Judy Katshee 
 Jeff and Erika Rich 
 Kevin, Kate, Kailey and Ashley Rich 
 

In honor of the 60th wedding  
anniversary of Milton and Joan 
Cherno  
 Dr. Jim and Anne Spier 
 Frances Litt 
 

In memory of Pola Kimmelman  
 Lucy Garcy 
 

Thinking of you and wishing you  
well to Fanny Chomer  
 Charlotte Roth 

 

College Connection Fund  
 

Yahrzeit for father, Ben Dubin  
and grandfather, Max Dubin  
 Abe and Annette Goldberg 
 

In memory of Pola Kimmelman  
 Dr. Moises and Dora Margolis 

 

David Erlich  
Tzedakah Fund  

 

Thinking of you and hope all is  
well to Fanny Chomer  
 Ruth Erlich 
 

Condolences to Peggy Feinberg  
on the loss of her father  
 Ruth Erlich 
 

In honor of the special birthday  
of Norma Levenson  
 Ruth Erlich 

 

Doris Eisenberg  
Garden of the Living  

 

In honor of the special birthday  
of Bernard Lauterbach  
 Jack Eisenberg 
 

Congratulations to Dr. Edward  
and Susan Goldman on their  
daughter's graduation  
 Cliff and Martha Eisenberg 
 

In honor of Joyce Jaffee on her  
special birthday  
 Jack Eisenberg 
 

Yahrzeit for father and grandfather, 
Oscar Eisenberg  
 Jack Eisenberg 
 Louis and Cindy Cohen 
 

Happy "special" birthday to  
Ron Bookbinder  
 Jack Eisenberg 
 

In honor of Rose Kupfer on her  
special birthday  
 Jack Eisenberg 
 

A complete and speedy recovery  
to Victor Apodaca, Jr.  
 Jack Eisenberg 

Jr. Congregation  
Torah Fund  

 

In memory of Pola Kimmelman  
 Rose Holland 

 

Kiddush Lunch Fund  
 

A speedy recovery to  
Brenda Goldman  
 Felicia Rubin 
 

A speedy recovery to Elena Goldman  
 Felicia Rubin 
 

A speedy recovery to Emilie Swartz  
 Felicia Rubin 
 

A speedy recovery to Rachel Lavis  
 Felicia Rubin 
 

Yahrzeit for mother, Rose Luskey  
 Sarah Schwartz 
 

Marla Stein Memorial Fund  
 

Yahrzeit for mother, Blanche Felsen  
 Sharon Stein 
 

Yahrzeit for mother -in-law,   
Elizabeth Stein  
 Sharon Stein 
 

In memory of Pola Kimmelman  
 Sharon Stein 
 

Marvin Nadler  
USY Room Fund  

 

In honor of Dr. Sol and Ronnie Heller 
on their 55th wedding anniversary  
 Irvin and Alicia Nadler 
 

Condolences to the Hussman family 
on the loss of their daughter, Margaret  
 Irvin and Alicia Nadler 
 

In memory of Pola Kimmelman  
 Bob and Carol Teplitz 
 Irvin and Alicia Nadler 

  

Mikvah Fund  
 

In memory of sister, Alicia Cordova  
 Art and Linda Corral 
 

Happy special birthday to  
Ann Gronich  
 Art and Linda Corral 
 

In memory of Bertha Zditowski  
 Art and Linda Corral 
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In memory of Genia Reisel Kellen  
 Art and Linda Corral 
 

In honor of the 60th wedding anniver-
sary of Milton and Joan Cherno  
 Art and Linda Corral 
 

In honor of Rick and Leslie Otis on 
their 30th wedding anniversary  
 Art and Linda Corral 
 

Rabbiôs Fund 
 

In memory of Alicia Cordova,  
sister of Art Corral  
 Dr. Jerry and Marcia Schwartz 
 

In memory of Bertha Zditowski  
 Dr. Jim and Anne Spier 
 Irwin and Ina Kurland 
 Keith and Becky Myers 
 Marc and Ruthlee Rose 
 Bertha Davidoff and Joyce Davidoff 
 

A full and speedy recovery to  
my wife, Brenda  
 David Goldman 
 

Speedy recovery to Clement Marcus  
 Abe and Annette Goldberg 
 

Thank you to the congregation for  
your support and encouragement  
 Emilie Swartz 
 

In honor of the 50th wedding anniver-
sary of David and Brenda Goldman  
 Yvonne Goldman 
 Stephen, Michelle, and Joshua  
  Goldman 
 Beila, Donivan and Mahaliya Gray 
 Irwin and Ina Kurland 
 

Speedy recovery to Brenda Goldman  
 Irwin and Ina Kurland 
 

Speedy recovery to Emilie Swartz  
 Irwin and Ina Kurland 
 
Mazel tov to Jeff and Wendy Siegel  
on their 25th wedding anniversary  
 Irwin and Ina Kurland 
 

Yahrzeit for son, Jerry Kellen  
 Henry Kellen 
 

Speedy recovery to Linda Corral  
 Irwin and Ina Kurland 
 

Yahrzeit for grandparents and father, 
Louis and Idelle Rubin, and Irving 
Rubin  
 Marvin Rubin 

In honor of Marvin and Harriet Roth 
on their special birthdays  
 Milton and Joan Cherno 
 

Complete recovery and good health 
in the future to Miriam Rosenbaum  
 Irwin, Ina, Beth, Debra and Maurice 
  Kurland 
 

Yahrzeit for mother, Paully Stein  
 Phyllis Tromer 
 

Yahrzeit for mother,  
Phyllis Chonoles  
 Stephanie Leitch 
 

In memory of Pola Kimmelman  
 Albert and Paulette Chame 
 Luis and Dinah Braun 
 Rick and Paige Teplitz 
 Irwin, Ina, Beth, Debra and Maurice 
  Kurland 
 

In honor of Rick and Leslie Otis  
on their 30th wedding anniversary  
 Henry Esquenazi 
 

Yahrzeit for mother, Seretta Baron  
 Ho Baron 
 

Yahrzeit for father, Simon Kahn  
 Bill and Miriam Goldfarb 
 

In memory of Stanley Golden,  
father of Robin Kobren  
 Dr. Jerry and Marcia Schwartz 

 

Rev. Zissman  
Memorial Fund  

 

Condolences to Robin Kobren  
on the loss of her father,  
Stanley Golden  
 Marvin and Rhea Dinesman 

 

Richard Jaffee  
Memorial Fund  

 

In honor of Joyce Jaffee on her  
special birthday  
 Alice Kasner 
 

In honor of Rick and Leslie Otis  
on their 30th wedding anniversary  
 Sandy and Judy Grodin 
 

Ruth and Ted Carr  
Cemetery Fund  

 

Yahrzeit for niece, Laurie Epstein  
 Martin and Dorene Naparstek 

In memory of Pola Kimmelman  
 Alec, Clarita and Will Schnall 
 Charlotte Roth 
 Matt Plaskoff Construction, Inc. 
 Sarita Heller 
 

Yahrzeit for mother,  
Rose Naparstek  
 Martin and Dorene Naparstek 

 

Siddur Fund  
 

In memory of Bertha Zditowski  
 Dr. David and Rose Schecter (Bible) 
 

In honor of Joyce Jaffee on her  
75th birthday  
 Sarita Heller (Bible) 
 

In honor of the 60th wedding anniver-
sary of Milton and Joan Cherno  
 Norma Aaronson 
 Cliff and Martha Eisenberg (Bible) 
 

In memory of Pola Kimmelman  
 Dr. Sol and Ronnie Heller 
 

Talmud Torah Fund  
 

In memory of Bertha Zditowski  
 Alice Kasner 
 Louis and Miriam Rosenbaum 
 

In honor of the 55th wedding anniver-
sary of Dr. Sol and Ronnie Heller  
 Louis and Miriam Rosenbaum 
 

Happy birthday to Eileen Licht  
 Louis and Miriam Rosenbaum 
 

A speedy recovery to Elena Goldman  
 Louis and Miriam Rosenbaum 
 

In honor of Ethel Schwartz on  
her birthday  
 Louis and Miriam Rosenbaum 
 

Mazel tov to Jerry and Sheri 
Rosenbaum on their wedding  
anniversary  
 Louis and Miriam Rosenbaum 
 

Happy anniversary to Julio and  
Malka Sidransky  
 Louis and Miriam Rosenbaum 
 

A speedy recovery to  
Miriam Rosenbaum  
 Warren and Claire Pulner 
 Tanny Berg 
 

In memory of Myles Heller  
 Louis and Miriam Rosenbaum 

DONATIONS (conõt) 



 

14 

Condolences to Sandra Nadler  
on the loss of her father  
 Louis and Miriam Rosenbaum 
 

In memory of Pola Kimmelman  
 Alice Kasner 
 Herb and Brenda Ehrlich 
 

Condolences to Bill Radcliffe  
on the loss of his father  
 Louis, Cindy and Joshua Cohen 
 

Yahrzeit for father, Sam Weiss, 
and mother, Tillie Pitter  
 Joel and Ellen Weiss 
 

In memory of Sara Berg  
 Louis and Miriam Rosenbaum 
 

Happy birthday to Susan Eisen  
 Louis and Miriam Rosenbaum 
 

Speedy recovery to Sylvia Cohen  
 Louis and Miriam Rosenbaum 
 

Teens to Israel Fund  
 

In memory of Bertha Zditowski  
 Sam and Gayle Belford 
 Cliff and Martha Eisenberg 
 David and Tita Kaplan 
 Dr. Tony and Lindsay Gronich 
 

DONATIONS (conõt) 

A very happy birthday to  
Beverly Robinson  
 David and Tita Kaplan 
 

A speedy recovery to Clement Marcus  
 Sam and Gayle Belford 
 

A speedy recovery to Doris Gluck  
David and Tita Kaplan 
 

In honor of the 55th wedding anniver-
sary of Dr. Sol and Ronnie Heller  
 Bob and Jane Warach 
 

Yahrzeit for mother, Evelynne Belford  
 Sam and Gayle Belford 
 

Yahrzeit for mother -in-law,  
Hedwig Eichenwald  
 Dr. Boris Kaim 
 

Happy birthday to Jack Schlusselberg  
 David and Tita Kaplan 
 

Condolences to Dori Fenenbock and 
family on the loss of Lee Crawford  
 Dr. Tony and Lindsay Gronich 
 

Happy birthday to Martin Naparstek  
 David and Tita Kaplan 
 

In honor of Marvin and Harriet Roth  
on their special birthdays  
 Sam and Gayle Belford 

In memory of Pola Kimmelman  
 David and Tita Kaplan 
 Richie and Leslie Grodin 
 Amy Leanse 
 

In memory of Richard Robinson  
 Dr. Tony and Lindsay Gronich 
 

Yahrzeit for grandfather,  
Samuel Metzger  
 Dr. Boris Kaim 
 

A speedy recovery to  
Suzi Aaronson  
 Sam and Gayle Belford 
 

USY Fund  
 

Yahrzeit for father,  
Benjamin Levenfus  
 Sylvia Korn 
 

Yahrzeit for grandmother,  
Helen Krapin  
 Lloyd Krapin 

 
 

We thank the following member for sponsoring the Kiddush lunch this past month:  

~  Felicia Rubin in memory of husband Irving Rubin  

 

We thank the following members for sponsoring the Seudah Shlesheet this past month:  

~  Gary and Judy Weiser in memory of parents Morris & Irene Galatzan, and Sig Weiser  

 

We thank the following members for sponsoring the Bagel Breakfast this past month:  

~  The Rubin families in memory of Louis and Idelle Rubin  

~  Tanny Berg, Leah Chayes, children and grandchildren in memory of Sara Berg  

~  Gary and Judy Weiser in memory of parents Morris & Irene Galatzan, and Sig Weiser  

Our synagogue thanks you  

so much for your  

donations and support.  
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ÛBLAST FROM THE PASTÜ 

Have you seen our website?  

 
Check out  

congregationbnaizion.org   
for:  

Weekly news  
Upcoming events  
ñThe Messengerò 

Secure on - line donation page  
and more!  

This photograph was taken when the memorial to those who perished in the Holocaust was  

unveiled at Bõnai Zion Cemetery.  Rabbi Leo Heim, who was a survivor officiated at the ceremony 

and these men, members of The Jewish War Veterans of America participated.  Do you recognize 

any of these men?  If so, please call the synagogue office at 833 -2222or email us at 

bnaizion.congregation1@gmail.com 

Enjoy the memories of Bõnai Zionõs past! 


