
 

  

  Last week as I was driving down 

Mesa Street I noticed that at sev-

eral street corners, three or four 

teenagers wearing white t -shirts 

were waving to passing cars and 

holding signs bearing different 

messages in English and Spanish. 

Among the ones I could see were 

as follows: òForgive your exó, 

òForgive your parentsó, and òCome 

back.ó Needless to say, I was a little 

curious to understand who these 

young people were and what their 

real purpose was in waving and 

displaying such signs. I got close 

enough to see that on each shirt 

was written a web -site indicating 

that they were on a mission from a 

place called òChurch Rio.ó  I looked 

up this church on the internet and 

saw that its home is in Tennessee 

and that its mission is to help 

people come to Christianity by 

appealing to their needs whether 

they are marital problems, aging, 

physical ailments, homelessness, 

poverty, etc.  Now I must say that if 

I was motivated by their signs to 

look up their goals, this little 

campaign of theirs was successful. 

And while I may disagree with their 

religious beliefs, I have to admire 

these young people, who evidently 

were spending their Spring break 

in a very positive and generous 

way, inspired by a faith that they 

wanted to share with as many 

people as possible.  

 During the Festival of Pesach, 

the Jewish people introduced to the 

world over three millennia ago the 

idea that signs from God are 

extremely vital to bringing people 

to Adonoi, and that when they are 

used to motivate children, then 

their importance is even magnified 

further.  Millions of Jews will gather 

this month in their homes and also 

in the synagogue to observe a 

Passover Seder.  And do you know 

why we will go to all the trouble of 

having a Seder plate and preparing 

special foods and hiding the 

Afikomen and listening to the four 

questions and refraining from 

eating leavened bread?  It is be-

cause on the evening of the Exo-

dus from Egypt, God commanded 

us to prepare for our freedom by 

observing the Pesach and He 

especially wanted the children to 

take part as we read in Exodus XII: 

24 -26, òYou shall observe this as 

an institution for all time, for you 

and your children.  And when you 

enter the land that the Lord gives 

you, as He has promised, you shall 

observe this service. And when 

your children ask you, ôWhat do 

you mean by this service?õ you 

shall say, ôIt is the Passover sacri-

fice to the Lord, because He 

passed over the houses of the 

Israelites in Egypt when he smote 

the Egyptians, but saved our 

homes!õó  

 Yes, all of us celebrate with our 

children to keep alive the story of 

Pesach in our homes and in our 

communities by remembering 

through observing the signs and 

symbols of the Seder service.  I 

canõt emphasize enough how 

vitally important it is for us, the 

descendants of our ancestors who 

were Hebrew slaves for 400 years, 
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òI canõt emphasize enough how vitally important it is for us, the descendants of  

our ancestors who were Hebrew slaves for four hundred years, to become passionate  

about the freedom that we have to practice our Judaism freely, to be grateful that we  

have a homeland in Israel today, and to appreciate all that we can benefit from the  

teachings and values of Judaism, and specifically by fully participating in the services  

and activities of our wonderful congregation.ó   
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to become passionate about the freedom that we have to 

practice our Judaism freely, to be grateful that we have a 

homeland in Israel today, and to appreciate all that we can 

benefit from the teachings and values of Judaism, and 

specifically by fully participating in the services and activi-

ties of our wonderful congregation.  I recently represented 

the Jewish community in an interfaith dialogue on peace at 

the YWCA.  Clergy and representatives of Islam, the Angli-

can Church, Buddhism, Roman Catholic, and Bahai also 

participated. How satisfying it felt to show the entire com-

munity the marvelous values and traditions of Judaism.  

 And so, as we prepare for Passover this year, let me 

suggest that we also fully appreciate the great teachings 

and practices of our people.  We have so much to be proud 

of and to be passionate about and yet, unlike the young 

people from Tennessee who spent their Spring break 

coming to El Paso to show how they feel about their faith, 

we tend to take our Judaism for granted.  Am I suggesting 

that we stand on street corners and proclaim our beliefs to 

the world with signs and t -shirts?  Of course not.  That is 

not the Jewish way, but on the other hand, rarely to come to 

services except on the High Holy Days, visit every place in 

the world but Israel, not to volunteer to serve on a commit-

tee, and not to be passionate about our love for Judaism by 

really demonstrating that love through really doing some-

thing for the shul, Israel, and our people is also wrong.  

May I suggest that this year at our Passover Seder we ask 

the fifth question and give reference to those Christian 

teenagers from Tennessee and to our Jewish teenagers in El 

Paso and to the children of our Hebrew slaves at the time of 

Moses, òWhat does Judaism really mean to me, my children, 

and my family?  What more can I do to make my life more 

fulfilling as a member of the Jewish People?ó 

            Have a wonderful, healthy, meaningful and happy 

Pesach. 

Stephen A. Leon  

Rabbi 

Friday, April  3 ~ 7:09 pm  

Wednesday, April  

Passover begins  

8 ~ 7:12 pm  

Thursday, April  

2nd evening Passover  

9 ~ 8:07 pm  

Friday, April  10  ~ 7:13 pm  

Tuesday, April  

7th evening Passover  

14  ~ 7:16 pm  

Wednesday, April  

8th evening Passover  

15  ~ 8:12 pm  

Friday, April  24  ~ 7:23 pm  

Friday, May  1 ~ 7:28 pm  

PASSOVER  SERVICE  
SCHEDULE  

 

see page 9  

CANDLE  LIGHTING  TIMES  
Shabbat & Passover  
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 P R E S I D E N T õ S  M E S S A G E 

 

 

òWe must stand up against attacks in any way we can for Israel, the only bastion  

of democracy in the area.  If it is lost, then, not only do we lose the last ray of hope  

for many Jews throughout the world, but also the loss of Americaõs ideals of truth  

and justice.ó  

 òNo one is born hating another person because of 

the color of his skin, or his background, or his relig-

ion.  People must learn to hate, and if they can learn 

to hate, they can be taught to love, for love comes 

more naturally to the human heart than its opposite.ó 

           -  Nelson Mandela.  

 

 As we celebrate Passover, also known as the festi-

val of freedom, let us take a look at what has been 

going on in the Middle East.  Israel is a nation of 

perseverance along with its people.  We have over-

come many obstacles in the history of our religion, 

since the beginning when we were forced to leave the 

land of Canaan due to famine.  

 We migrated as one people with the belief in one 

God to Egypt where we were reduced into slavery and 

forced labor.  After several years in Egypt we were led 

by Moses into Exodus and wandered in the desert for 

forty years.  During the wandering we were attacked 

by the people of Amalek, people worshipped a golden 

calf, and Moses was forbidden to enter the land after 

striking the rock.  

 After returning to the Promised Land from Exodus, 

a monarchy was established that did wonders for 

Israel.  Under King Saul a gap was closed between the 

loose tribal organization and a full monarchy.  The 

next king, David, did wonders by making Israel a 

major power in the region, defeating the Philistines, 

and constructing a network of alliances with its 

neighbors.  Davidõs son, Solomon, the last of the 

kings to rule, built the first Temple in Jerusalem which 

became the center of our national and religious life.  

 Although the monarchy was doing well, after the 

death of Solomon, open insurrection led to the divi-

sion of the land into Judah and Israel.  This division 

lasted for several centuries and brought with it the 

rule by the Assyrian and Babylonian empires, the 

destruction of the first Temple, the exile of the tribes, 

and the beginning of the Jewish Diaspora.  

 As the Diaspora continued for several centuries, 

the Jewish people came under Persian and Hellenistic 

rule. This period of time includes the rebuilding of the 

temple, the return from Babylonia, Alexander the 

Great, and the Maccabees.  

 The Persian and Hellenistic rule ended when 

Jerusalem was captured by the Romans.  During the 

Roman period we experienced King Herod, the refur-

bishing of the first Temple and destruction of the 

second in Jerusalem, and the completion of the 

Mishnah.  

 There were various rulers and eras from the time 

of the Romans to the Ottomans.  During these times 

Jews were treated as second class citizens and de-

prived certain rights.  These eras include the Byzan-

tine, Arab, Crusaders, and Mamluk.  The Ottomans 

ruled for over four hundred years.  During the Otto-

man Empire there was a revival of Judaism: the land 

was divided into four districts, neighborhoods were 

built, two large Aliya groups from Russia came to live, 

and the first Kibbutz (Degania) and modern city (Tel 

Aviv) were established.  

 The end of the Ottoman Empire brought the 

promise by British Foreign Minister Lord Arthur James 

Balfour for a òJewish national home in Palestine.ó  The 

British rule lasted for thirty years and brought about 

the mandate to the League of Nations for the estab-

lishment of a ònational homeland.ó  This homeland 

became a reality in 1948.  

 This homeland has come under constant attack by 

its Arab neighbors who have vowed to push every last 

one of us into the sea.  We must stand up against 

these attacks in any way we can for Israel, the only 

bastion of democracy in the area.  If it is lost, then, 

not only do we lose the last ray of hope for many 

Jews throughout the world, but also the loss of 

Americaõs ideals of truth and justice.  

 As we gather for Passover and remember the 

wandering of our people, let us not forget where we 

came from.  Although we no longer wander in the 

desert, we have found a homeland in which we can 

seek refuge.  

Henry Esquenazi  

Congregation Bõnai Zion President 

Aesthetics News  
 

The next time you are at the synagogue, take a moment to walk over to the area where the cornerstones of previous buildings 
are located.  There is a new addition, the cornerstone from the Education Building that was built in 1959.  This building stood 
at Cliff and Stanton streets.  Bônai Zion has also received two new photographs which are now on display in the foyer near the 
office.  One is a view of Masada made during a congregational trip to Israel and was taken by our member, Jim Payne.  It was 
given to the synagogue in honor of the 65th wedding anniversary of Bernie and Selma Chasens.  The second photograph, a 
view of our synagogue at sunrise, is the work of Peter Svarzbein, son of our members Dr. Leonardo and Sylvia Svarzbein.  
Take a look and enjoy! 
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S I S T E R H O O D   

P R E S I D E N T õ S  M E S S A G E 

 

òChai Tea is May 3rd.  Always a delightful afternoon, I anticipate this year to be  

particularly special.  While reaching out to women in need by donating personal  

items, weõll be entertained by our own synagogue members.ó 

 I cannot remember having a busier month than I 

did this past March.  Iõm not sure how all my extra-

curricular activities got bunched up into such a short 

time frame, but there they were:  El Paso Jewish 

Academy, synagogue, Hadassah and Womanõs Club of 

El Paso in addition to Sisterhood.  Iõve been both 

exhausted and invigorated!  

 So many volunteers turned out to help fill the 

shalach manot that our task was completed in less 

than an hour.  And we had a wonderful group of 

volunteers who graciously picked up the Purim bags 

from the shul and delivered them to most apprecia-

tive recipients.  Thanks to all of you who made this 

service project a success.  Those of you who have 

never participated in this particular activity have 

missed an opportunity to feel really good about 

donating your time.  I highly recommend you sign up 

next year and see for yourself how fulfilling it is.  

 March ended with the first ever joint Temple 

Mount Sinai WRJ and Bõnai Zion Sisterhood Miriam 

Seder.  The Womenõs Passover Experience, upcoming 

at the time of this writing, promises to bring together 

the Jewish women of El Paso for a unique afternoon 

of sharing and learning.  

 Riding on the heels of my very busy March is, yes, 

you guessed it, another month of fun activities. Weõre 

looking forward to participating in the Community 

Yom HaõAtzmaut celebration.  Follow the parade to 

the Sisterhood display and learn all about òThe Robot.ó  

Then spend the rest of the afternoon having fun while 

learning all about Israelõs technological advancements.  

 Weõre also planning another Ladiesõ Night with the 

Rabbi this month.  Ladiesõ Night is among our most 

popular programs and I have no doubt Rabbi Leon will 

wow us once again.  Now, donõt let the name mislead 

you, everyone ð men and women ð are invited to 

Ladiesõ Night with the Rabbi.  Stay tuned; more details 

are forthcoming.  

 Chai Tea is May 3rd.  Always a delightful afternoon, 

I anticipate this year to be particularly special.  While 

reaching out to women in need by donating personal 

items, weõll be entertained by our own synagogue 

members.  Adding an extra touch of class, weõre 

replacing the traditional buffet with a sit -down meal 

served by some very special gentlemen.  Chai Tea 

kicks off the new Sisterhood year and our membership 

drive.  Plan to come for a pleasant afternoon with your 

Sisterhood friends, renew your membership and, oh 

did I mentionéthis year weõre adding something else 

new: door prizes.  Youõll have a chance to win some 

fun prizes just for showing up!  

 Wishing you a Happy Passoveré 

Debra Pazos  

Sisterhood President  

Tot Shabbat & Junior Congregation  
 

Saturday, April 18  

10:30 ð 11:30 AM  
 

Junior Congregation  

for Talmud Torah age students  

meets in the Chapel  
 

Tot Shabbat  

for younger congregants, 3 -6 years old  

meets in the Schoichet Library  

 
Your Seder wonôt be complete  

without a trip to our gift shop!  
Thereôs still time... 

 

Sisterhood cookbook (many Passover recipes)  

Seder Plates  

Matza covers  

Passover Macca Beanies  
beautiful tablecloths  

and more  
 

Everything you need for a  

beautiful Seder  
 

Open:  Wed, Fri, Sun    10am -noon  
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Please join Bõnai Zion Sisterhood for our 

5th Annual Chai Tea 
 

and support the  
Center Against Family Violence 

 

Sunday, May 3, 2009 
2:00 p.m. 

Bõnai Zion Friedman Social Hall 
 

Enjoy our version of NBCõs òAmericaõs Got Talentó  
with entertainment by our very own Bõnai Zion òstarsó 

 

Please bring any personal care products as we will be  
assembling baskets for the women at CAFV 

 

Your check is your reservation 
Please send payments to the Synagogue office by April 29th 

$18.00 per person 
(no charge for Bat Mitzvah age and younger) 

 

Suggested toiletries & cosmetics to bring: 
 

Soap           Make-up samples 
Shampoo/conditioner   Mascara 
Lotion          Blush 
Powder         Eye shadow 
Deodorant        Eye liner 
Toothpaste/toothbrush   Lipstick/lip balm 
Razor/shaving cream    Nail polish 
Brush/comb       Nail clippers 
Hand sanitizer       Perfume 
Purse- size tissues 

The new Sisterhood board will be 
elected at the Chai Tea on May 3. 
  The proposed slate of officers is: 

 

President -  Annalie Rollins  

Fundraising VP -  Doris Gluck  

Programming VP -  Marcia Schwartz  

Secretary -  Monica Kupetz  

Treasurer -  Ann Gronich  

Historian -  Dora Roe  

Parliamentarian -  Debra Pazos  

LADIESõ NIGHT WITH THE RABBI  ~  TUESDAY, APRIL 21 
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APRIL  
BIRTHDAYS  

APRIL  
ANNIVERSARIES  

01 Lauren Davis  
Lisa Mitchell  
 

02 Rena Marcus  
Sharon Stein  

 

03 Charles Ramenofsky 
Robert Teplitz  
Robyn Weiss 

 

04 Scott Blumenfeld  
Wendy Siegel  
Abraham Spector  

 

05 Holly Hernandez  

 

06 Ruth Deener  
Dr. James Sabal  

 

07 Peggy Kovan  
 

08 Julian Bernat  
 

09 Stuart Shiloff  
Robert Warach  
 

10 Mike Batkin  
Claire Pulner  
Dr. Jerry Schwartz 
 

11 Seymour Becker  
 

12 Bea Farb  
 

13 Robert Kaplan  
 

14 Barry Karch  

15 Walter Chayes  
Margarita Lara  
Dr. Parviz Neiman 
Louis Rosenbaum 
 

16 Sonya Loya  
 

17 Joan Feiner  
 

19  Dr. William Berry  
 

20 Leslie Beckoff  
Rose Holland  
Elaine Krasne  
 

21 Elena Goldman 
 

23 Fred Hirsh  
Mary Ann Plaut  

03 Bill & Yolanda Radcliffe 
 

05 Dr. Tony & Lindsay Gronich  
 

10 Sam & Gayle Belford  
 

13 Greg & Shelby Rubin  
 

16 Samuel & Lea Kessel 
 

19 Michael & Suzi Aaronson  
 

21 Daniel & Maxine Grodin  
 

Congratulations to  

Larry Gold  

�R�I���´�+�H�O�O�R���3�L�]�]�D�µ 
 

Finalist in the Mid -American Region  

International Pizza Challenge  

International Pizza Expo  

held March 10 �² 12,  Las Vegas, NV 
 

Non-Traditional Pizza category  

Pesto Pesto Pizza 

MAZEL  
TOV 

 

TO 

Geri Gronich and David Rosen who were married March 1, 2009 
at Congregation Bônai Zion.  The bride is the daughter of Neal and 
Joyce Gronich, and the granddaughter of Jack Hirsch.  The groom 
is the son of Jerry and Adria Rosen of Tucson.  The couple are  
currently residing in Tucson.  May they be blessed with many 
years of happiness together. 


