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t hat we

of the holiday of Shavuoth, and that, like the Biblical Ruth, we will reaffirm our

commit ment t o

OWherever you
lodge. Wherever you go, | will go.
Your people will be my people, and
your God will be
these inspiring words of commit-
ment, the Biblical heroine called
Ruth takes upon herself the obliga-
tions, traditions, and faith of
Judaism. This moving affirmation
of faith articulated by the most
famous female convert to Judaism
has been a source of courage and
devotion for the Jewish people
from generation to generation.
Found in the first chapter of the
Book of Ruth, we read and study
these words every year on the
festival of Shavuoth.

For the past several years in our
congregation we have also had the
privilege to hear the beautiful
chanting of these verses in Hebrew
by our member Laurie Davis. We
gather on the evening of Shavuoth
to spend hours studying Torah,
Talmud, and other sources reflect-
ing on the theme of this holiday

which is called in
ti me of the giving
Shavuot h whi ch
festival of

weeks after Passover, and reminds
us of the connection between the
freedom which we experienced on
Pesach and the obligation which
our ancestors assumed by accept-

Ti

kun Ol am, to To

| oinpgtlee, Torah on fhavuoth. It is

traditional to eat dairy foods on
the holiday thus showing our
poyineci®o #o. Iyael, vourt spiritual
homel and, ot he I
honey. 0 We read
passages which contain the Ten
Commandments and we reaffirm
our faith, like Ruth, in accepting
the fact that God chose us to
receive these laws and we, in turn,
chose to obligate ourselves to
practice them and to teach them to
the world. On Shavuoth we also
include the Yizkor service thus
connecting the souls of our dear
departed loved ones with our
generation and the generations to
follow.

Two years ago | had the privi-
lege to study all night at the Con-
servative synagogue in Jerusalem
and then walk to the Western Wall
with tens of thousands of Jews
from every background for sunrise
services. It was a breathtaking
experience. This year, once again,
weoWwillr observe tthe rcejepration cof
t heef ottleé | Tdrkhné

nViena28,svhen RRabbi karry Bach, Dr.
we e k s EzraoGappelly and Gherwt &ordon

will join me in hours of teaching
and learning. Our synagogue will
al so honor t he

Bonot Mit zvah st
been studying with me these past

r ah, t o

two years. On Friday evening May
29, the second evening of Sha-
vuoth, these 15 students will lead
services and be called to the Torah
a nid olssérvange lok thig nspecial
i moménhie thelr tvesa Manyt nfem-
bers of the class have actually
0Oreturnedd to Judai
never had the opportunity to
observe a Bar or Bat Mitzvah.
Shavuoth is a perfect time for the
members of the Jewish community
to make a renewed commitment to
study and dedication, just as Ruth
had done centuries ago.
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that we will celebrate fully the beauty and the lesson of

the holiday of Shavuoth, and that, like the Biblical CANDLE LIGHTING TIMES
Ruth, we will reaffirm our commitment to Tikun Olam,
to Torah, to chosenness, and to our synagogue. Friday
Stephen A. Leon May 1 ~ 7:28pm
Rabbi

May 8 ~ 7:33pm

May 15 ~ 7:38 pm

May 22 ~ 7:42pm

Adult Bodnai Mitzvot to tale pl aqggy May 7.479m

The following students have been studying for the past two
years with Rabbi Leon and will participate in a service on the 4

second evening of Shavuoth, May 29 at 7:00 pm at our gsnA’BBA’T :

synagogue. The students who have completed the class and -

invite you to share in this special event are as follows:

SHALOM _;!/

Blanca Carrasco Lourdes Mata

Cesar Carrasco William Radcliffe

Nadia Chowaiki Yolanda Radcliffe SYNAGOGUE SERVICES
Arthur Corral Lupe Ramos , , )

Linda Corral Raymond Sias Daily ~ Monday thru Friday 7.0Q am
Lizbeth DemboviciusFraker Emanuel Velez Monday thru Thursday 6:30 pm
Margarita Lara Jackie Zehden Friday evening 6:15 pm

Victor Lara (unless listed otherwise)
FeliciaRubin( Fel icia will be celebrating her

i rsgtﬂr%aslyo rrﬁcc))rﬁinchiI Iqoligla'\yé 9'38 r:llm' :
Saturday Mincha ~ please check calendar
(foll owed by Seudah |JShil

Israel and will celebrate her Bat Mitzvah at another time)

Sunday (unless Holiday) 8:30 am & 5:00 pm

The unveliling of the monument of our gg
late beloved member °
JOSHUA BATKIN Merrill Lynch

will take place

Walter Chayes
Sunday’ May 17, 2009 Vice President
10:00 AM Senior Financial Consultant
I n the Bonai Zijon] Cemetery.
On behalf of the family we ask that you 4669 North Mesa
join them for this solemn occasion. 534-3110

The Messenger is published monthly, except July and August
DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE MESSENGERM&Y 15
Articles and pictures should be emailed to the synagogue office at

bnaizion.congregationl@gmail.com

Congregation Bo6nai Zion * 805 Cher r y833H22p2
www.congregationbnaizion.com
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OPl ease take a moment

now to
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see what i

about giving back to the community that has brought us so much

joy and

Dear Congregants,

As | sit down to write my last message as presi-
dent | would like to reflect on my journey. | was asked
to be on the board by my friend, Gary Nadler, several
years ago. | felt at that time this would be an
excellent way to not only give back to the community,
but be able to express my gratitude to the congrega-
tion that had become like my second home. | was
already serving on the Chevra Kadisha and cemetery
committees. So this gave me an opportunity to work
with the community at large.

As | grew in the ranks of the executive committee,

I learned how fulfilling and satisfying it could be to
serve my fellow congregants. In the years that have
passed it has been with great pleasure to have
worked with many people in a group setting.

In my years on the board | have seen many
accomplishments in our congregation. The anusim
conference has grown from being a dream to being
attended by people from all over the world. The

Congregation

Annual Meeting

Wednesday, May 27
7:00 PM
Friedman Social Hall

All members in good standing
are invited and encouraged to attend
and participate in the election of officers
and board members

Dessert reception to follow

happiness. o

AW

synagogue celebrated its 100 birthday, and Rabbi
Leon celebrated 20 years with us. An anonymous
donor gave us an updated look by remodeling the
sanctuary, chapel, social hall, and office with new
carpet and furniture. One last thing, last year we had
a sale on mothersd and fathers
the tree of life which was a great success.
So please take a moment now to see what is
readily available to you and think about giving back
to the community that has brought us so much joy
and happiness.
Hesed shel emet , or authentic kindness, refers to
a good deed done in the knowledge that it will never
be reciprocated. Some deeds of kindness can be done
unconsciously with the expectation that the benefici-
ary will one day do something similar for you. Hesed
shel emet , is done without (sobraet e X
unknown)

Henry Esquenazi

Congregation Bdénai Z
SLATE OF OFFICERS
.2 -
B-nai 2909200
President Jeff Weislow
1st VP Debbie Pazos
2nd VP Dr. Parviz Neiman
3rd VP Fred Hirsh
Treasurer Jaime Kimmelman
Secretary Esther Kuchinsky
Board Members
2yearterm 1 year term

Dr. Sam Kupetz Sam Belford
Irwin Kurland Joan Feiner
Dora Roe Allan Goldfarb
Genie Sias Tammy Karch
Esther Chu Arvin Robinson

Marcia Schwartz

Mark Hutman Cesar Carrasco

David Chowaiki
David Kimmelman
Audrey Lavi
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I am proud to

| was elected Sisterhood President two years ago. |
remember being very enthusiastic at the time, primar-
ily because | had a board of talented, energetic ladies
to support me, and also feeling quite nervous be-
cause | wanted to do a good job and had such huge
shoes, those of Linda Corral, to fill. Since then | can
hardly remember a day that
mind and on my to -do list. Yet somehow the time
seems to have gone by quickly and here | am writing
my last article, ready to turn my gavel over to Annalie
Rollins, the new Sisterhood President.

Looking back, | see the board as an outstanding team
that brought the congregation and our community a
number of quality programs. Annalie Rollins, Marcia
Schwartz, Linda Corral, Joan Korn, Ann Gronich,
Monica Kupetz, Sylvia Cohen, Dora Roe, Rebecca
Korn, Judy Grodin, Felicia Rubin, Joan Feiner, Dottie
Grodin, Erica La Coste, Charlotte Roth, and Eileen
Licht took on every challenge presented; they never
said onodé6 to anything and
was amazing. Together we worked to meet the needs
of our youngest children, elementary school aged
members, teenagers, college students and the adults.
Our goal was to provide enough variety in our events
calendar to attract every congregant to at least one
activity. | think we came pretty close and, in addition,
added ground -breaking joint activities with Hadassah
(Game Day and book reviews) and Temple Mount Sinai
WRJ (Miriam Seder) that brought us closer to the
women of the larger EI Paso Jewish community.
Hardly a month went by without a Sisterhood spon-
sored event. We brought you:

« Sisterhood Shabbat

« Ladies Nights with the Rabbi

« Book reviews

« Annual shalach manot project

o Game Days

« High Holiday Honey sale

« No Leftovers Shabbat dinner

« Last Night of Chanukah dinner and blanket drive

o From Apples to Zucchini , a compilation of syna-

gogue membersd favorite
« MD Anderson program on breast and ovarian
cancer screening
e Chai Tea
e Womenods

Passover

my tenure as

have

Experience, A Mi

and

president
who took the time, had the patience and cheerfully humored me these last two years.

wor ked with

Did you know Sisterhood also:
o Updates and distributes the annual synagogue
directory and ad book
« Organizes and sponsors shul sukkah decorating
e Sponsors teams for the  Susan G. Komen Race for
the Cure

S b Rd-establisbed tthe Tat&Slsahbattprogpam my

« Re-established Junior Congregation

e Provides drivers for Drive -a-Meal for the entire
month of December

« Participates in and supports the annual commu-
nity Yom Ha'Atzmaut celebration

« Brings Schmura matzah into El Paso to be sure it

is available for Passover

Sponsors the College Connection program

Sends a lovely welcome bag filled with gifts to all

new synagogue members

« Donated to the community Mikvah Fund

« Provides scholarships and camperships to our

th e e Sindd Tofah T heir efforts

« Donates funds to the shul regularly and for ex-
traordinary expenses

eTakes financi al
ens

I know these are long lists, but | am extremely proud
of the women who made it all possible and want you
to take stock of what they have accomplished. Still,
evena machineaswell -oi |l ed as ours
an island. We could not have enjoyed such great
success without Gail Slater, Ad Book Chair; Sheri
Cohen, Welcome Committee Chair; Sandy Peitzer,
Collection Connection Chair; Lisa Mitchell, Tot Shab-
bat Director; Jon Cohen, Junior Congregation Director;
Rabbi Leon, Arturo Guzman, Lupe Arras, and Irene
Avitia.

As | close my tenure as president and this final article,

Il 6d | i ke to thank everyone
patience and cheerfully humored me these last two
years. | am proud to have worked with all of you.

r e My besets the new Sisterhood Board.

With deepest appreciation,

riam Seder Debra Pazos
Sisterhood President

responsibili-

canodt

wh o



C Join BOonai Zion |Sifsterhood and
ODEX the El Paso Chapter of Hadassah - .
632 Thursday, May 14 DONOT FOREE
i o 7:00 pm
2 - . Bonai Zion Si dqter
y for a joint book review of Chai Tea
Codex 632: The Secret Identity of
Christopher Columbus Sunday, May 3
‘ a novel by Jose Rodrigues Dos Santos 2:00 PM
"U[\,l" ,l\“’\-”\i"’f‘{':\l ; discussion led by Sam Kupetz . :0 ;’
- refreshments will be served —4
MIRIAM SEDER
Fifty women gathered at Congre
ALGA2Y . QYyFA WA2y 2y al NDK Ho
forthe. QY+ A %A2Yy {AalGSNK22R I yR
Temple Mount Sinai WRJ Joint
22YSyQa tl &&a2c8S8N) 9ELISNASYOS
Miriam Seder The event was
designed to give Jewish women
from both synagogues an opportunity to get to know each other | ¢aging the seder were Debbie Pazos,
better and to learn of the significant impacts women have had on Tina Baron Wolfe, and Susan Novick
Jewish history.Through readings in a Haggadah written specificallly
for the Seder and lively discussion those in attendance discovered
gKe GKSNB Aa Iy 2Nry3IS 2y GKS {SRSNJ LXFdS HYR
cup. The ladies also shared personal experiences, providing each
other with new insight and interesting ideas for starting new tradi-
tions. Congratulations to door prize winners Sylvia Korn, who won a
Miriam's Cup, and to Genie Sias, who won dinner for two at The
az2yidsS zAadlz YR Ylye GKIFIyla|d2 .QylA %A2Yy {Aa&f

and The Monte Vista for generously donating the door prizes.

Sophie Yaker, Charlotte Roth, Genie and Mara Sias

et

Py

Laurie Davis, Sheila Roth, Bernadine Belkin, Erika La Coste

Fifi Heller-Kaim, Rachel Leon, Sharon Leon, Judy Grodin



