
 

  

 

 On June 9
th
 my beautiful wife 

and I will celebrate our 41
st
 wed-

ding anniversary. I can remember 

almost every aspect of that sacred 

event as if it only happened yester-

day. The wedding took place at 

Congregation Rodeph Sholom in 

Bridgeport, CT, and two rabbis and 

two cantors officiated at the cere-

mony. Rabbi Sanford Hahn and 

Rabbi Michael Gelber offered the 

blessings, and my father and 

Cantor Morris Levenson chanted 

the liturgy. It was a magnificent 

moment. Thank God three of my 

grandparents were alive and I can 

remember them walking down the 

long aisle. My parents accompa-

nied me to the Chupah, and my 

wifeõs parents escorted her. 

 Among the attendants were 

Jehuda Rheinharz who today is the 

President of Brandeis University 

and Gary Gladstein, my best man, 

today is a financial advisor for 

George Soros. One of Sharonõs 

bridesmaids, Roberta Bauchner, is 

still my wifeõs closest friend and 

joined us on our tour to Israel last 

year. Following the ceremony we 

honeymooned for one night at the 

Plaza Hotel in New York and then 

left for a three week honeymoon in 

Israel. What a great time it was in 

our lives.  

 According to many sources, 

June is the most popular month for 

marriages, and I know that many 

congregants observe wedding 

anniversaries this month. In fact, 

there are a few who share the 

exact date of June 9. Generations 

come and generations go, and it is 

really one generation in my fam-

ilyõs life since that sacred marriage 

day. In the Torah, 40 years is 

considered to be a generation. My 

grandparents have all passed on 

and my parents and Sharonõs 

parents have all been summoned 

to the Almighty. But a new genera-

tion has been created as we are 

now the proud grandparents of 

Daniel who will be 2½ years old 

June 4, and our granddaughter will 

be named at our synagogue at the 

end of June at the tender age of 2 

months and 21 days. Sharon and I 

thank each of you for the kind 

cards and generous donations that 

you have made in honor of our new 

granddaughter.  

 As the years go by and these life 

cycle events turn from reality to 

memory, we begin to realize how 

quickly time passes, and yet how 

Judaism teaches us that every 

single moment of life is sacred. 

One of my teachers, Abraham 

Joshua Heschel, wrote a wonderful 

conõt on p. 2 
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òAs the summer months approach, may I suggest that we spend some time creating  

new sacred memories for ourselves, our generation, and the new generation to come. 

Let us make synagogue services and events over the summer, inspiring opportunities  

to reacquaint ourselves with the sacred moments and beautiful experiences which  

make Judaism such a beautiful way of life.ó 

masterpiece entitled òShabbat as a 

Sanctuary of Timeó. He said some-

thing profound which I never fully 

understood until I reached this 

moment of my life. He wrote as 

follows:  

     óJudaism is a religion of time 

aiming at the sanctification of 

time. Unlike the space -minded man 

to whom time is unvaried, itera-

tive, homogeneous, to whom all 

hours are alike, quality -less, empty 

shells, the Bible senses the diversi-

fied character of time. There are 

no two hours alike. Every hour is 

unique and the only one given at 
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CANDLE  LIGHTING  TIMES 

Friday,  

 

 

SYNAGOGUE  SERVICES  
 
Daily  ~ Monday thru Friday  7:00 am 

            Monday thru Thursday  6:30 pm 
 

Friday  evening  6:15 pm  

     (unless listed otherwise) 
 

Saturday  morning & Holidays  9:30 am 
Saturday  Mincha ~ please check calendar 

     (followed by Seudah Shlesheet & Maôariv) 
 

Sunday  (unless Holiday)  8:30 am & 5:00 pm 

the moment, exclusively and endlessly precious. Judaism 

teaches us to be attached to holiness in time, to be attached 

to sacred events, to learn how to consecrate sanctuaries that 

emerge from the diversified character of time.ó  

As I come to the conclusion of my 22
nd

 year as your rabbi, 

you and I both know that Rabbi Heschel was correct. We 

have shared so many life cycle events together and each 

one is precious and sacred. God gives us these moments by 

orchestrating for us a symphony of intertwined holy occa-

sions which embellish every moment that we live.  

 Very often at a Bar or Bat Mitzvah a parent will ascend 

the steps of our Bimah and tell his or her child how the 

memory of this childõs birth is still so clear and so precious. 

I have heard siblings at a wedding toast the bride and 

groom by recalling the most valued moments that they 

shared growing up together. At funerals, I have watched 

tears well -up in the eyes of a child as he articulates his 

most special memories of his father and mother and how 

much his parent meant to him. I love the fact that I am part 

of a people which is so dedicated to sanctifying every 

moment of life. How many times have I been to a Bar or Bat 

Mitzvah party or a rehearsal dinner and watched a video of 

the childhood years of the celebrant and realize that these 

moments bring both laughter and tears to each of us. I 

hope that we never stop celebrating these consecrated 

moments of life.  

 As the summer months of June, July, and August ap-

proach, may I suggest that we spend some time creating 

new sacred memories for ourselves, our generation, and 

the new generation to come. Let us make synagogue 

services and events over the summer, inspiring opportuni-

ties to reacquaint ourselves with the sacred moments and 

beautiful experiences which make Judaism such a beautiful 

way of life. Please come and share these times and create 

new memories by entering our wonderful synagogue on a 

more regular basis and by appreciating all the beautiful 

moments of lifeõs experiences which God bestow upon us 

each and every day.  

Stephen A. Leon  

Rabbi  

June   5    ~ 7:50 pm  

June 12  ~ 7:53 pm  

June 19  ~ 7:56 pm  

June 26  ~ 7:57 pm  

July   3    ~ 7:57 pm  

July 10   ~ 7:56 pm  

July 17    ~ 7:54 pm  

July 24    ~ 7:50 pm  

July 31    ~ 7:46 pm  

August   7   ~ 7:40 pm  

August 14    ~ 7:33 pm  

August 21    ~ 7:26 pm  

August 28  ~ 7:18 pm  

The Messenger is published monthly, except July and August  

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE MESSENGER IS AUGUST 15  

Articles and pictures should be emailed to the synagogue office at 

bnaizion.congregation1@gmail.com  

Congregation Bõnai Zion  |  805 Cherry Hill  |  El Paso, Texas   79912  |  915-833 -2222  |  www.congregationbnaizion.com  
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òSo, as your new president, I hope to see everyone at shul, whether it is for  

services, programs, Talmud Torah, fun, or food. It is an honor and a  

privilege to serve CBZ.ó  

 Shalom. Iõm Jeff Weislow and am the President of 

Congregation Bõnai Zion (CBZ) for this coming year 

2009 -2010 which is 5769 -5770 on the Hebrew calen-

dar. I look forward to an exciting year for our congre-

gation. I hope to make this the year of òWelcome.ó  

We welcome individuals both old and young, couples, 

youth, and families of all ages. We strive to have 

programming for everyone. It all starts with our 

community, the CBZ community.  You are all welcome 

at our shul.  
 

Come to services:  

 We have three services over Shabbat each week 

that vary in length and content. On Friday night we 

welcome the Sabbath bride. It is only an hour long. 

There is singing and praying and there are snacks! 

On Saturday morning you get it all. It lasts about two 

and a half hours, and not only do you get singing and 

praying, but you get the Torah. Also the children 

receive a special blessing and candy. Afterward, we 

welcome everyone to join in the social hall for a 

delicious lunch! Come sundown, we conclude Shabbat 

with Saturday evening services and havdallah. This 

lasts a little over an hour and includes a short Torah 

service and of course food!  We have daily minyans 

both in the morning and afternoon. Morning minyan 

lasts about half an hour and on Monday and Thursday 

you get Torah. Welcome the morning with a little 

prayer and see how it enhances your day.  Afternoon 

services last about nine minutes. If you have ever said 

to yourself that services are too long, then this 

minyan is for you.  Come to shul after a long day, say 

a quick prayer and sleep well that night.  

Come to programs:  

 Throughout the year we have programming that is 

geared toward all ages and interests and you are 

welcome to come to them.  We have dinners on 

certain Friday nights, concerts, educational programs, 

and holiday celebrations. Try one or two and I know 

you will be pleasantly surprised by the number of 

people in attendance (you wonõt be alone), how much 

fun you will have, and how fulfilling the programs 

are.  
 

Talmud Torah:  

   Our Talmud Torah (TT) wants to welcome all of the 

youth and their families from our congregation to the 

new and improved CBZ TT.  Rabbi Leon began to rev 

up the new program this past school year and Rabbi 

Rebecca will be continuing this objective by adding a 

new and exciting curriculum that will be educational 

and fun for students of all ages.  We welcome young 

students from kinder to second grade in the Sunday 

School as well as the older children from third grade 

on up in Talmud Torah, and even our high school 

students.  
 

 So, as your new president, I hope to see everyone 

at shul, whether it is for services, programs, Talmud 

Torah, fun, or food.  It is an honor and a privilege to 

serve CBZ. I welcome all of your suggestions, solu-

tions, compliments, and complaints.  
 

Jeff Weislow  

Congregation Bõnai Zion President 

jweislow@sbcglobal.net  
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UNVEILINGS 
 

Please join the families for the unveilings of the 
monuments of our late beloved members in the  

B'nai Zion cemetery. 
 

Sunday, June 7, 2009  
 Itzchak Kotkowski ~ 10:30 AM 
 Leonard Blaugrund ~ 11:00 AM 

La
g 
B¬
Om
er

 

On Monday evening, May 11, B'nai Zion 

celebrated Lag B'Omer with a cookout, 

Talmud Torah end of year celebration, 

and the upsheren ceremony of Daniel 

Paseornek commemorating his first 

haircut.  

Save the Date:  
 

6th Annual  

Sephardic Anousim 

Conference 
 

Friday, July 31 �² Sunday, August 2  
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