
 

  

 As we become older, it appears 

that our memories tend to play 

tricks on us. A common trait which 

appears to happen is that we find 

it easier to remember events that 

took place a long time ago, and 

activities which we just engaged in 

we often forget. For example, how 

many times do we forget where we 

parked in a shopping center? Were 

it not for our remote control keys 

which alarm us exactly where our 

cars are, we might never find 

them. I have sat down with friends 

and family members and in the 

course of discussion realize that 

we donõt remember what we ate 

that day for lunch or even the last 

movie that we saw. Nevertheless, 

with clarity and exactness we can 

remember events from high 

school, family gatherings, and 

every detail of a vacation taken 

more then a decade ago.  

 As we approach the year 5770 

on the Jewish calendar, I am 

reminded of a conversation I had 

with a non -Jewish friend last 

month who asked me noncha-

lantly, òSo, Rabbi, I hear that you 

will be celebrating the year 5770 

soon, what actually took place on 

your calendar nearly 6000 years 

ago?ó It was a great question, and I 

wonder how many of us are ever 

asked that question and whether 

or not we know the answer. With-

out even taking a second to think, 

I told my companion that as Jews 

we celebrate what we consider to 

be the New Year for all of human-

ity.  According to the Torah, the 

creation of the world took place 

5770 years ago, and that the first 

human beings Adam and Eve were 

placed on this earth at that time. 

He said that he thought that the 

Jewish New Year coincided with the 

beginning of the Jewish people, 

namely when Abraham first came 

to the belief in one God. I ex-

plained to him further that unlike 

the New Testament, which begins 

with Jesus, and the Koran which 

starts with Mohammed, the Torah 

precedes the advent of Abraham 

by some 20 generations. The 

reason for this is that even when 

we celebrate Rosh Hashanah, the 

Jewish New Year, we connect 

ourselves to all of humanity.  

 While we believe that we have a 

special role to teach the 10 Com-

mandments to the world, we view 

that all people of all faiths, colors, 

and ethnicities are created in 

Godõs divine image. The major 

goal of Christianity as we view it is 

to make the world Christian, and 

the ultimate goal of Islam is to 

make the world Muslim, and the 

most important goal of Judaism is 

to make the world good. For us, it 

doesnõt matter if one believes in 

Jesus, Mohammed, Buddha, etc. It 

doesnõt even matter if one is an 

atheist. In the Talmud it says, 

òBetter that you follow My laws, 

than believe in Me!ó In other 

words, Judaism teaches us that it 

is how we act that is most signifi-

cant, not what we say we believe 

in. It is very easy for someone to 

say I believe in God, daven three 

times a day, keep Kosher, and 

observe Shabbat and then to act in 

a despicable manner. Is that really 
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òWhen we celebrate the Jewish New Year, we reaffirm our commitment to Tikun Olam, to 

repairing the world and making this a good and just universe. By remembering that God 

created the world for all of humanity, and that we have a responsibility to bring peace 

and morality and godliness to it, inspires us as Jews to continue to follow the major 

teachings of these High Holy Days, Teshuvah, Tefilah, and Tzedakah.ó  
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CANDLE  LIGHTING  TIMES 

SYNAGOGUE  SERVICES  
 
Daily  ~ Monday thru Friday  7:00 am 

            Monday thru Thursday  6:30 pm 
 

Friday  evening  6:15 pm  

     (unless listed otherwise) 
 

Saturday  morning & Holidays  9:30 am 
Saturday  Mincha ~ please check calendar 

     (followed by Seudah Shlesheet & Maôariv) 
 

Sunday  (unless Holiday)  8:30 am & 5:00 pm 

a religious person? Just the opposite is true. A person such 

as that is acting ungodly and bringing shame to himself, to 

God, to the Torah and to the Jewish people. Just recently, 

some Rabbis were arrested for money laundering and selling 

body organs for transplants in an unscrupulous and disgust-

ing manner.  

 When we celebrate the Jewish New Year, we reaffirm our 

commitment to Tikun Olam, to repairing the world and 

making this a good and just universe. By remembering that 

God created the world for all of humanity, and that we have 

a responsibility to bring peace and morality and godliness to 

it, inspires us as Jews to continue to follow the major teach-

ings of these High Holy Days, Teshuvah, Tefilah, and Tzeda-

kah. We are expected to repent for the sins of indifference, 

of intolerance, apathy, and not caring. We are obliged to 

return to prayer, by committing ourselves to better our-

selves, our people, and our world. We also must do acts of 

loving kindness and righteousness for all mankind.  

 I continued to explain to my friend that the ultimate 

message of why we observe the year 5770 is to recharge our 

spiritual and moral batteries as Jews and as human beings 

so that the New Year will see an improvement in how we 

treat all people of all faiths. It helps us reflect on how we 

have acted during this past year, and hopefully will inspire 

us to improve our religious, our ethical, and our Jewish 

behavior. Most importantly, it will move us to become more 

involved in our community, in our synagogue, and in our 

world so that we will fulfill the vision of our Prophets, òThat 

Nation Will Not Lift Up Sword Against Nation and That all 

people will Recognize Their Brotherhood and Sisterhood in 

God.ó That is what the year 5770 means to the Jewish peo-

ple. And then my friend asked me if he could walk me to my 

car and I told him that I forgot where I parked.  
 

 My beautiful wife Sharon, my lovely daughters Shoshana, 

Rachel, and Rebekah and her devoted husband David, along 

with our incredible grandchildren, Daniel and Jordyn, wish 

each of you a very happy, healthy, and peaceful New Year 

5770.  

                               Shalom,   
                                          

Stephen A. Leon  

Rabbi 

Friday  

September  4 ~ 7:09 pm  

September  11  ~ 7:00 pm  

September  18  ~ 6:50 pm  

September  25  ~ 6:41 pm  

October  2 ~ 6:32 pm  

 

Saturday, Erev 2nd day  

Rosh Hashanah  

September  19  ~ 7:49 pm  

Sunday, Erev Yom Kippur  

September  27  ~ 6:36 pm  

The Messenger is published monthly, except July and August  

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE MESSENGER IS SEPTEMBER 15  

Articles and pictures should be emailed to the synagogue office at 

bnaizion.congregation1@gmail.com  

Congregation Bõnai Zion  ×  805 Cherry Hill  ×  El Paso, Texas   79912  ×  915 -833 -2222  

www.congregationbnaizion.org  



 

3 

HIGH HOLY DAY SERVICES   2009/5770  

Saturday, September 12  

9:30 PM ï film & refreshments 
Midnight ï Selichot services 
 

Sunday, September 13  

9:00 AM ï Talmud Torah  
1:00 PM ï Cemetery services 
 

ROSH HASHANAH  
 

Friday, September 18 ï Erev Rosh Hashanah  

6:30 PM ï Mincha followed by Rosh Hashanah evening services 
6:50 PM ï candle lighting  
 

Saturday, September 19 ï Rosh Hashanah Day 1  

9:00 AM ï Rosh Hashanah morning services 

6:30 PM ï Mincha 
7:49 PM ï end of Shabbat/candle lighting for 2nd day of Rosh Hashanah 
 

Sunday, September 20 ï Rosh Hashanah Day 2  

9:00 AM ï Rosh Hashanah morning services 

6:45 PM ï Mincha, Tashlich, Maôariv 
7:47 PM ï end of holiday 
 

SHABBAT SHUVA  
 

Friday, September 25 ï Shabbat Shuva  

6:15 PM ï Shabbat Shuva services 
6:41 PM ï candle lighting 
 

Saturday, September 26  

9:30 AM ï Shabbat services 
6:30 PM ï Mincha, Seudah Shlesheet, Maôariv & Havdalah 
7:39 PM ï Shabbat ends 
 

YOM KIPPUR 
 

Sunday, September 27 ï Erev Yom Kippur  

9:00 AM ï Talmud Torah 
6:15 PM ï Mincha followed by Kol Nidrei 
6:36 PM ï candle lighting 

9:30 AM ï childrenôs service, especially for children ages 0-6 and their families 
 Sing, pray, read stories, all in a warm and age-appropriate environment 
10:30 AM ï babysitting  
10:45 AM ï Junior Congregation, especially for children ages 7-12 
 Interactive service, led by kids, with lots of singing, stories and explanation 
Following the childrenôs service and Junior Congregation, there will be a light lunch, games and activities for children 
until the blessing of the children near the end of the morning service.  Children are then invited to lead the congregation 
in Ein Keloheinu 

No Talmud Torah 
10:30 AM ï Family service, for families with children of all ages 
Following the family service, there will be a light lunch, games and activities for children until the blessing of the children 
near the end of the morning service.  Children are then invited to lead the congregation in Ein Keloheinu 
11:30 AM ï babysitting 
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Monday, September 28 ï Yom Kippur  

9:00 AM ï Yom Kippur services 

~11:45 AM ï Yizkor 
5:00 PM ï Mincha 
7:37 PM ï end of holiday 
 

SUKKOT  
 

Friday, October 2 ï Shabbat and Erev Sukkot  
5:15 PM ï Shabbat BôYachad 
6:15 PM ï Shabbat services 
6:32 PM ï candle lighting 
 

Saturday, October 3 ï Sukkot Day 1  

9:30 AM ï Shabbat services 

6:15 PM ï Mincha 
 

Sunday, October 4 ï Sukkot Day 2  

No Talmud Torah 
9:30 AM - services 
6:35 PM ï Mincha 
7:29 PM ï end of holiday 
 

SHEMINI ATZERET / SIMCHAT TORAH  
 

Wednesday, October 7  

4:00 PM ï Talmud Torah classes in sukkah 
*Ladiesô Night with the Rabbiò in the sukkah 
 Topic: Ushpizin ï who would you invite as a guest into your sukkah? 
 

Friday, October 9  

6:45 AM ï Hoshanah Rabbah 
6:00 PM ï Friday evening services ï Shemini Atzeret 
6:23 PM ï candle lighting  
 

Saturday, October 10  

9:30 AM ï services 
~11:00 AM ï Yizkor  
6:00 PM ï Mincha followed by Simchat Torah service and ice cream party 
7:22 PM ï end of Shabbat 
 

Sunday, October 11  

9:30 AM ï Simchat Torah services including Family Simchat Torah extravaganza 
6:30 PM ï Mincha 
7:30 PM ï end of holiday 
 
 
 
 

9:30 AM ï childrenôs service, especially for children ages 0-6 and their families 
 Sing, pray, read stories, all in a warm and age-appropriate environment 
10:30 AM ï babysitting  
10:45 AM ï Junior Congregation, especially for children ages 7-12 
 Interactive service, led by kids, with lots of singing, stories and explanation 
Following the childrenôs service and Junior Congregation, there will be a light lunch, games and activities for children 
until the blessing of the children near the end of the morning service.  Children are then invited to lead the congregation 
in Ein Keloheinu 

10:30 AM ï Junior Congregation 
10:45 AM ï Childrenôs services 
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 P R E S I D E N T õ S  M E S S A G E 

 

òI want to thank the congregation for giving me the opportunity to be your  

president. I donõt take this responsibility lightly. I encourage input,  

so feel free to contact me with your ideas and suggestions.ó  

 As we approach the high holidays, I would 

like to wish the entire congregation a happy and 

healthy new year. During this time of the year it 

is customary to reflect on the past year as well 

as look forward to the new year. I  have been 

president of the synagogue for several months 

now and there are many things that I want to 

accomplish during my term. The most important 

thing is to help make the synagogue a place 

where our congregants feel comfortable. There 

are many exciting things happening at Bõnai 

Zion.   During this new year we will have a variety 

of interesting programs including theme din-

ners, adult education, Talmud Torah, and other 

fun and exciting events. There will be something 

for everyone so watch out for those programs 

that might interest you and give them a try. 

Especially look for those programs, classes, and 

wonderfully led services hosted by our own 

Rabbi Leon. Also, we are particularly excited 

about our Talmud Torah as Rabbi Rebecca has 

begun planning for a great year.  

 I want to thank the congregation for giving 

me the opportunity to be your president. I donõt 

take this responsibility lightly. I encourage 

input, so feel free to contact me with your ideas 

and suggestions. There are many people, includ-

ing our front office staff and professional staff 

that work hard all year for you. Take advantage 

of what they have to offer.  

 To all of our congregation and their entire 

extended families both inside and outside of El 

Paso, my wife, Cathy, and I wish you health, fun, 

prosperity and inscription for a great life in the 

new year.  
  

Jeff Weislow  

Congregation Bõnai Zion President 

jweislow@sbcglobal.net  

Congregationbnaizion.org  
 

On -line and ready to serve your electronic spiritual needs£ 
Weekly service times  

Talmud Torah and Youth Group info  

Upcoming events  

On -line donations  

and more!  

 

We thank the following members for sponsoring the Seudah Shlesheet in the past summer months: 
~  Bertie Siegelman in memory of parents, Ben and Mary Koortz, and Morris and Yetta Siegelman 
~  In memory of Karl Hochman 
~  Irwin & Ina Kurland, Beth, Debra and Maurice Kurland in memory of mother and grandmother, Rose Kurland 
~  Henry, Lana and Carie Esquenazi in memory of wife and mother, Michie Esquenazi 
~  Dr. Sol and Ronnie Heller in memory of mother, Eva Rubinfeld 
~  Felicia Rubin in memory of cousin, Yvonne Schuller 
 

We thank the following members for sponsoring the Bagel Breakfast in the past summer months: 
~  Dr. Lloyd and Sylvia Krapin in honor of their 21st wedding anniversary and Lloydôs homecoming  
~  Joan Feiner in commemoration of the birthdays of husband, Sam Feiner, and brother-in-law, Bob Lyons 
~  Art and Linda Corral in memory of mother, Doris Rose 
~  Irwin and Ina Kurland in memory of father, Lawrence Salzman 

 

Please share your e -mail  

address with the Synagogue  

office so that we can keep you 

better informed with our new  

e-newsletter!  

           
  Now on  
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Guess who walked away with this yearôs stock portfolioé 
 

Congratulations to Chuck Kovan, winner of the  

2009 Bônai Zion Stock Portfolio Raffle 
 

The portfolio is currently worth over $11,000 !!!  
 
 

Thank you to all of the supporters! 

Prayer  
Rabbi Stephen A. Leon, Congregation Bônai Zion, El Paso, Texas,  

offered the following prayer: 
 

O Lord, ñThis is the day that G-d has made, on it may we rejoice.ò  These words from the Book of Psalms 
reflect the thoughts that are in my heart on this glorious day.  Imagine if every person each day would arise 
and thank G-d for one more day of life, for one more precious moment to make a difference for good in this 
world. 
 

How fortunate I feel to live in this blessed country of America where a rabbi from El Paso, Texas is given the 
opportunity to offer a prayer before this historic assembly which represents the highest ideals of democracy.  
May each of us here realize what awesome moments G-d gives us each day, and may we in partnership with 
the Almighty help speed that day when every person in the world will be privileged to live in peace and free-
dom.  Let us say, Amen. 

 

Welcoming Rabbi Stephen A. Leon:  
Silvestre Reyes  

Madam Speaker, it is a real honor and privilege to have Rabbi Leon here this morning in this great peopleôs 
House.  I want to especially welcome not just the rabbi but members of his family that are here.  I know that 
people back in my district, back in El Paso, people have gotten up extra early to see the rabbi give our opening 
prayer.  Itôs a real honor and a real privilege and pleasure. 

 

Check out the link to the C-SPAN video on the Bônai Zion website,  
congregationbnaizion.org, under the heading ñNewsletter.ò 

Texas Representative Silvestre Reyes invited Rabbi Stephen Leon of 
Congregation Bônai Zion, El Paso, Texas to offer the opening prayer at 
the House of Representatives in Washington D.C. Wednesday, July 22, 
2009.   Below is the transcript from the Congressional Record.  


