
 

  

 As we become older, it appears 

that our memories tend to play 

tricks on us. A common trait which 

appears to happen is that we find 

it easier to remember events that 

took place a long time ago, and 

activities which we just engaged in 

we often forget. For example, how 

many times do we forget where we 

parked in a shopping center? Were 

it not for our remote control keys 

which alarm us exactly where our 

cars are, we might never find 

them. I have sat down with friends 

and family members and in the 

course of discussion realize that 

we donõt remember what we ate 

that day for lunch or even the last 

movie that we saw. Nevertheless, 

with clarity and exactness we can 

remember events from high 

school, family gatherings, and 

every detail of a vacation taken 

more then a decade ago.  

 As we approach the year 5770 

on the Jewish calendar, I am 

reminded of a conversation I had 

with a non -Jewish friend last 

month who asked me noncha-

lantly, òSo, Rabbi, I hear that you 

will be celebrating the year 5770 

soon, what actually took place on 

your calendar nearly 6000 years 

ago?ó It was a great question, and I 

wonder how many of us are ever 

asked that question and whether 

or not we know the answer. With-

out even taking a second to think, 

I told my companion that as Jews 

we celebrate what we consider to 

be the New Year for all of human-

ity.  According to the Torah, the 

creation of the world took place 

5770 years ago, and that the first 

human beings Adam and Eve were 

placed on this earth at that time. 

He said that he thought that the 

Jewish New Year coincided with the 

beginning of the Jewish people, 

namely when Abraham first came 

to the belief in one God. I ex-

plained to him further that unlike 

the New Testament, which begins 

with Jesus, and the Koran which 

starts with Mohammed, the Torah 

precedes the advent of Abraham 

by some 20 generations. The 

reason for this is that even when 

we celebrate Rosh Hashanah, the 

Jewish New Year, we connect 

ourselves to all of humanity.  

 While we believe that we have a 

special role to teach the 10 Com-

mandments to the world, we view 

that all people of all faiths, colors, 

and ethnicities are created in 

Godõs divine image. The major 

goal of Christianity as we view it is 

to make the world Christian, and 

the ultimate goal of Islam is to 

make the world Muslim, and the 

most important goal of Judaism is 

to make the world good. For us, it 

doesnõt matter if one believes in 

Jesus, Mohammed, Buddha, etc. It 

doesnõt even matter if one is an 

atheist. In the Talmud it says, 

òBetter that you follow My laws, 

than believe in Me!ó In other 

words, Judaism teaches us that it 

is how we act that is most signifi-

cant, not what we say we believe 

in. It is very easy for someone to 

say I believe in God, daven three 

times a day, keep Kosher, and 

observe Shabbat and then to act in 

a despicable manner. Is that really 

conõt on p. 2 

         CONGREGATION   

BõNAI ZION 

 

Elul 5769 / Tishrei 5770  

September 2009  

 T
HE 

M
ESSENGER 

 R A B B I õ S  M E S S A G E 

 

òWhen we celebrate the Jewish New Year, we reaffirm our commitment to Tikun Olam, to 

repairing the world and making this a good and just universe. By remembering that God 

created the world for all of humanity, and that we have a responsibility to bring peace 

and morality and godliness to it, inspires us as Jews to continue to follow the major 

teachings of these High Holy Days, Teshuvah, Tefilah, and Tzedakah.ó  

 Inside this issue... 

Candlelighting and Services 2 

High Holiday Schedule  3,4 

Presidentôs Message 5 

Sisterhood 8 

Simchas 9 

Youth News 10,11 

Talmud Torah 12 

Yahrzeits 13 

Donations 14-19 

Calendar 20 



 

2 

CANDLE  LIGHTING  TIMES 

SYNAGOGUE  SERVICES  
 
Daily  ~ Monday thru Friday  7:00 am 

            Monday thru Thursday  6:30 pm 
 

Friday  evening  6:15 pm  

     (unless listed otherwise) 
 

Saturday  morning & Holidays  9:30 am 
Saturday  Mincha ~ please check calendar 

     (followed by Seudah Shlesheet & Maôariv) 
 

Sunday  (unless Holiday)  8:30 am & 5:00 pm 

a religious person? Just the opposite is true. A person such 

as that is acting ungodly and bringing shame to himself, to 

God, to the Torah and to the Jewish people. Just recently, 

some Rabbis were arrested for money laundering and selling 

body organs for transplants in an unscrupulous and disgust-

ing manner.  

 When we celebrate the Jewish New Year, we reaffirm our 

commitment to Tikun Olam, to repairing the world and 

making this a good and just universe. By remembering that 

God created the world for all of humanity, and that we have 

a responsibility to bring peace and morality and godliness to 

it, inspires us as Jews to continue to follow the major teach-

ings of these High Holy Days, Teshuvah, Tefilah, and Tzeda-

kah. We are expected to repent for the sins of indifference, 

of intolerance, apathy, and not caring. We are obliged to 

return to prayer, by committing ourselves to better our-

selves, our people, and our world. We also must do acts of 

loving kindness and righteousness for all mankind.  

 I continued to explain to my friend that the ultimate 

message of why we observe the year 5770 is to recharge our 

spiritual and moral batteries as Jews and as human beings 

so that the New Year will see an improvement in how we 

treat all people of all faiths. It helps us reflect on how we 

have acted during this past year, and hopefully will inspire 

us to improve our religious, our ethical, and our Jewish 

behavior. Most importantly, it will move us to become more 

involved in our community, in our synagogue, and in our 

world so that we will fulfill the vision of our Prophets, òThat 

Nation Will Not Lift Up Sword Against Nation and That all 

people will Recognize Their Brotherhood and Sisterhood in 

God.ó That is what the year 5770 means to the Jewish peo-

ple. And then my friend asked me if he could walk me to my 

car and I told him that I forgot where I parked.  
 

 My beautiful wife Sharon, my lovely daughters Shoshana, 

Rachel, and Rebekah and her devoted husband David, along 

with our incredible grandchildren, Daniel and Jordyn, wish 

each of you a very happy, healthy, and peaceful New Year 

5770.  

                               Shalom,   
                                          

Stephen A. Leon  

Rabbi 

Friday  

September  4 ~ 7:09 pm  

September  11  ~ 7:00 pm  

September  18  ~ 6:50 pm  

September  25  ~ 6:41 pm  

October  2 ~ 6:32 pm  

 

Saturday, Erev 2nd day  

Rosh Hashanah  

September  19  ~ 7:49 pm  

Sunday, Erev Yom Kippur  

September  27  ~ 6:36 pm  

The Messenger is published monthly, except July and August  

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE MESSENGER IS SEPTEMBER 15  

Articles and pictures should be emailed to the synagogue office at 

bnaizion.congregation1@gmail.com  

Congregation Bõnai Zion  ×  805 Cherry Hill  ×  El Paso, Texas   79912  ×  915 -833 -2222  

www.congregationbnaizion.org  
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HIGH HOLY DAY SERVICES   2009/5770  

Saturday, September 12  

9:30 PM ï film & refreshments 
Midnight ï Selichot services 
 

Sunday, September 13  

9:00 AM ï Talmud Torah  
1:00 PM ï Cemetery services 
 

ROSH HASHANAH  
 

Friday, September 18 ï Erev Rosh Hashanah  

6:30 PM ï Mincha followed by Rosh Hashanah evening services 
6:50 PM ï candle lighting  
 

Saturday, September 19 ï Rosh Hashanah Day 1  

9:00 AM ï Rosh Hashanah morning services 

6:30 PM ï Mincha 
7:49 PM ï end of Shabbat/candle lighting for 2nd day of Rosh Hashanah 
 

Sunday, September 20 ï Rosh Hashanah Day 2  

9:00 AM ï Rosh Hashanah morning services 

6:45 PM ï Mincha, Tashlich, Maôariv 
7:47 PM ï end of holiday 
 

SHABBAT SHUVA  
 

Friday, September 25 ï Shabbat Shuva  

6:15 PM ï Shabbat Shuva services 
6:41 PM ï candle lighting 
 

Saturday, September 26  

9:30 AM ï Shabbat services 
6:30 PM ï Mincha, Seudah Shlesheet, Maôariv & Havdalah 
7:39 PM ï Shabbat ends 
 

YOM KIPPUR 
 

Sunday, September 27 ï Erev Yom Kippur  

9:00 AM ï Talmud Torah 
6:15 PM ï Mincha followed by Kol Nidrei 
6:36 PM ï candle lighting 

9:30 AM ï childrenôs service, especially for children ages 0-6 and their families 
 Sing, pray, read stories, all in a warm and age-appropriate environment 
10:30 AM ï babysitting  
10:45 AM ï Junior Congregation, especially for children ages 7-12 
 Interactive service, led by kids, with lots of singing, stories and explanation 
Following the childrenôs service and Junior Congregation, there will be a light lunch, games and activities for children 
until the blessing of the children near the end of the morning service.  Children are then invited to lead the congregation 
in Ein Keloheinu 

No Talmud Torah 
10:30 AM ï Family service, for families with children of all ages 
Following the family service, there will be a light lunch, games and activities for children until the blessing of the children 
near the end of the morning service.  Children are then invited to lead the congregation in Ein Keloheinu 
11:30 AM ï babysitting 
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Monday, September 28 ï Yom Kippur  

9:00 AM ï Yom Kippur services 

~11:45 AM ï Yizkor 
5:00 PM ï Mincha 
7:37 PM ï end of holiday 
 

SUKKOT  
 

Friday, October 2 ï Shabbat and Erev Sukkot  
5:15 PM ï Shabbat BôYachad 
6:15 PM ï Shabbat services 
6:32 PM ï candle lighting 
 

Saturday, October 3 ï Sukkot Day 1  

9:30 AM ï Shabbat services 

6:15 PM ï Mincha 
 

Sunday, October 4 ï Sukkot Day 2  

No Talmud Torah 
9:30 AM - services 
6:35 PM ï Mincha 
7:29 PM ï end of holiday 
 

SHEMINI ATZERET / SIMCHAT TORAH  
 

Wednesday, October 7  

4:00 PM ï Talmud Torah classes in sukkah 
*Ladiesô Night with the Rabbiò in the sukkah 
 Topic: Ushpizin ï who would you invite as a guest into your sukkah? 
 

Friday, October 9  

6:45 AM ï Hoshanah Rabbah 
6:00 PM ï Friday evening services ï Shemini Atzeret 
6:23 PM ï candle lighting  
 

Saturday, October 10  

9:30 AM ï services 
~11:00 AM ï Yizkor  
6:00 PM ï Mincha followed by Simchat Torah service and ice cream party 
7:22 PM ï end of Shabbat 
 

Sunday, October 11  

9:30 AM ï Simchat Torah services including Family Simchat Torah extravaganza 
6:30 PM ï Mincha 
7:30 PM ï end of holiday 
 
 
 
 

9:30 AM ï childrenôs service, especially for children ages 0-6 and their families 
 Sing, pray, read stories, all in a warm and age-appropriate environment 
10:30 AM ï babysitting  
10:45 AM ï Junior Congregation, especially for children ages 7-12 
 Interactive service, led by kids, with lots of singing, stories and explanation 
Following the childrenôs service and Junior Congregation, there will be a light lunch, games and activities for children 
until the blessing of the children near the end of the morning service.  Children are then invited to lead the congregation 
in Ein Keloheinu 

10:30 AM ï Junior Congregation 
10:45 AM ï Childrenôs services 
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 P R E S I D E N T õ S  M E S S A G E 

 

òI want to thank the congregation for giving me the opportunity to be your  

president. I donõt take this responsibility lightly. I encourage input,  

so feel free to contact me with your ideas and suggestions.ó  

 As we approach the high holidays, I would 

like to wish the entire congregation a happy and 

healthy new year. During this time of the year it 

is customary to reflect on the past year as well 

as look forward to the new year. I  have been 

president of the synagogue for several months 

now and there are many things that I want to 

accomplish during my term. The most important 

thing is to help make the synagogue a place 

where our congregants feel comfortable. There 

are many exciting things happening at Bõnai 

Zion.   During this new year we will have a variety 

of interesting programs including theme din-

ners, adult education, Talmud Torah, and other 

fun and exciting events. There will be something 

for everyone so watch out for those programs 

that might interest you and give them a try. 

Especially look for those programs, classes, and 

wonderfully led services hosted by our own 

Rabbi Leon. Also, we are particularly excited 

about our Talmud Torah as Rabbi Rebecca has 

begun planning for a great year.  

 I want to thank the congregation for giving 

me the opportunity to be your president. I donõt 

take this responsibility lightly. I encourage 

input, so feel free to contact me with your ideas 

and suggestions. There are many people, includ-

ing our front office staff and professional staff 

that work hard all year for you. Take advantage 

of what they have to offer.  

 To all of our congregation and their entire 

extended families both inside and outside of El 

Paso, my wife, Cathy, and I wish you health, fun, 

prosperity and inscription for a great life in the 

new year.  
  

Jeff Weislow  

Congregation Bõnai Zion President 

jweislow@sbcglobal.net  

Congregationbnaizion.org  
 

On -line and ready to serve your electronic spiritual needs£ 
Weekly service times  

Talmud Torah and Youth Group info  

Upcoming events  

On -line donations  

and more!  

 

We thank the following members for sponsoring the Seudah Shlesheet in the past summer months: 
~  Bertie Siegelman in memory of parents, Ben and Mary Koortz, and Morris and Yetta Siegelman 
~  In memory of Karl Hochman 
~  Irwin & Ina Kurland, Beth, Debra and Maurice Kurland in memory of mother and grandmother, Rose Kurland 
~  Henry, Lana and Carie Esquenazi in memory of wife and mother, Michie Esquenazi 
~  Dr. Sol and Ronnie Heller in memory of mother, Eva Rubinfeld 
~  Felicia Rubin in memory of cousin, Yvonne Schuller 
 

We thank the following members for sponsoring the Bagel Breakfast in the past summer months: 
~  Dr. Lloyd and Sylvia Krapin in honor of their 21st wedding anniversary and Lloydôs homecoming  
~  Joan Feiner in commemoration of the birthdays of husband, Sam Feiner, and brother-in-law, Bob Lyons 
~  Art and Linda Corral in memory of mother, Doris Rose 
~  Irwin and Ina Kurland in memory of father, Lawrence Salzman 

 

Please share your e -mail  

address with the Synagogue  

office so that we can keep you 

better informed with our new  

e-newsletter!  

           
  Now on  
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Guess who walked away with this yearôs stock portfolioé 
 

Congratulations to Chuck Kovan, winner of the  

2009 Bônai Zion Stock Portfolio Raffle 
 

The portfolio is currently worth over $11,000 !!!  
 
 

Thank you to all of the supporters! 

Prayer  
Rabbi Stephen A. Leon, Congregation Bônai Zion, El Paso, Texas,  

offered the following prayer: 
 

O Lord, ñThis is the day that G-d has made, on it may we rejoice.ò  These words from the Book of Psalms 
reflect the thoughts that are in my heart on this glorious day.  Imagine if every person each day would arise 
and thank G-d for one more day of life, for one more precious moment to make a difference for good in this 
world. 
 

How fortunate I feel to live in this blessed country of America where a rabbi from El Paso, Texas is given the 
opportunity to offer a prayer before this historic assembly which represents the highest ideals of democracy.  
May each of us here realize what awesome moments G-d gives us each day, and may we in partnership with 
the Almighty help speed that day when every person in the world will be privileged to live in peace and free-
dom.  Let us say, Amen. 

 

Welcoming Rabbi Stephen A. Leon:  
Silvestre Reyes  

Madam Speaker, it is a real honor and privilege to have Rabbi Leon here this morning in this great peopleôs 
House.  I want to especially welcome not just the rabbi but members of his family that are here.  I know that 
people back in my district, back in El Paso, people have gotten up extra early to see the rabbi give our opening 
prayer.  Itôs a real honor and a real privilege and pleasure. 

 

Check out the link to the C-SPAN video on the Bônai Zion website,  
congregationbnaizion.org, under the heading ñNewsletter.ò 

Texas Representative Silvestre Reyes invited Rabbi Stephen Leon of 
Congregation Bônai Zion, El Paso, Texas to offer the opening prayer at 
the House of Representatives in Washington D.C. Wednesday, July 22, 
2009.   Below is the transcript from the Congressional Record.  
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Anousim Return to Jewish Roots at 2009 Conference  
 

The Annual Sephardic Anousim Conference is a collaborative effort coordinated  

by Bat Tzion Hebrew Learning Center in Ruidoso, New Mexico and  

Congregation Bõnai Zion, El Paso, Texas, and also made possible by 

a generous grant from the Jewish Federation of El Paso  

 

Congregation Bônai Zion is the recipient of the 

United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism  

Solomon Schecter Gold Award in the category 

ñCelebrations and Dedicationsò 

for the Annual Sephardic Anousim Conference. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The awards ceremony will take Rabbi Leon 

and synagogue leaders from  

Cherry Hill Lane to Cherry Hill, New Jersey  

for the USCJ International Biennial Convention 

in early December. 

The first Shabbat in August, Congregation Bõnai 

Zion hosted a weekend -long event dedicated to the 

Anousim, or Crypto Jews.  For the sixth year in a row, 

Jews and non -Jews alike gathered at the Synagogue 

for a weekend of Shabbat services, tasty meals, and 

enlightening guest speakers. Scholars, community 

leaders, authors, and rabbis shared personal stories 

of return, experiences mentoring dispersed Jewish 

populations in South America, suggestions for pre-

serving the history of the Anousim, and ideas about 

Crypto -Jewish identity, over the course of three days.  

Rabbi Leon led the congregation in Friday evening 

Shabbat services, Bõnai Zion congregants read Torah 

while guest rabbis conducted Saturday morning ser-

vices, and Shabbat concluded with an intimate 

Havdalah.  Meals followed every service at which time 

speakers captivated conference guests. Guest speak-

ers included authors Dolores Sloan, writer, speaker, 

and educator from Santa Monica, California and Seth 

Kunin, professor of Anthropology of Religion and Pro -

Vice-Chancellor of Arts and Humanities at Durham 

University, England and Rabbis Peter Tarlow, director 

and rabbi of Texas A&M Hillel, Juan Mejia, recently 

ordained as the first Conservative Crypto -Jewish rabbi 

by the Jewish Theological Seminary and Rav Aaron 

Rehberg, personal emissary for world -renowned Tal-

mudic scholar Adin Steinzalts.  If you include Rabbi 

Daniel Mehlman, a friend and advisor to the Crypto -

Jews of California, and Rabbi Leon, there were five 

rabbis in the room at any given time!  

Participants enjoyed a Saturday evening musical 

program with William Radcliffe and Ray Sias on guitar 

and Dr. Larry Lesser playing percussion, all accompa-

nying Rabbi Leonõs vocals.  Ray and Larry performed 

songs they wrote in dedication to the Anousim and 

Bill incited dancing through the chapel with a medley 

of well -known Jewish songs.  Sonya Loya, director of 

Bat Tzion Hebrew Learning Center in Ruidoso, New 

Mexico showcased her breathtaking dichroic glass 

jewelry and Bõnai Zion Talmud Torah graduate Peter 

Svarzbein displayed his photographic documentary of 

Crypt -Jews in North and South America.  

Many thanks go to Rabbi Leon and Sonya Loya for 

their organization and execution of the conference 

each year.   The conference also would not have been 

possible without a most generous grant from the 

Jewish Federation of El Paso and bighearted private 

donors.  

Please visit congregationbnaizion.org  for photos and video from the conference.  

Rabbi Tarlow and Ed Bengston (above) 

Rabbi Juan Meja and Sonya Loya (below) 
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 As the New Year begins Sisterhood is off to a 

great start, working through the summer to bring 

new and different programs to our congregation.  We 

began with the Honey Sales for Rosh Hashanah and 

this year we have surpassed last year's sales by 52 

jars.  Thank you to all of the members who ordered.  

 Our directory is coming together nicely thanks to 

the combined efforts of Blanca Carrasco, Lourdes 

Mata, and Rebecca Korn. I also want to thank layout 

artist Joyce Gronich, and cover designer Gail Slater.  

 With the High Holidays right around the corner, 

plans are being made to work with Rabbi Rebecca 

and the Talmud Torah students to decorate the 

Sukkah.  We are looking forward to the first "Ladies' 

Night with the Rabbi" (and men too) in the Sukkah.   

Mark your calendars and plan on joining us October 

7th at 7:00 PM.  The topic this year is Ushpizin - Who 

OUTH  NEWS 
S I S T E R H O O D   

P R E S I D E N T õ S  M E S S A G E 

 

òThe Sisterhood Board continues to strive for informative and unique activities 

to bring to our synagogue families.  We are always looking for volunteers  

with special talents to enhance our programs.ó   

would be included in the top 10 people you would 

invite into your Sukkah and why?  Now that's some-

thing to think about between now and then!  

 We are still planning to have "Game Day," but 

instead of just one we are going to have two, one in 

the fall and one in the spring, along with joint book  

discussions with Hadassah.  

 The Sisterhood Board continues to strive for 

informative and unique activities to bring to our 

synagogue families.  We are always looking for 

volunteers with special talents to enhance our pro-

grams.  If you have any suggestions, please contact 

the synagogue office or a Sisterhood member.  

 Have a Sweet, Healthy and Happy New Year.  
 

Annalie Rollins  

Sisterhood President  

Mark your calendars 
 

Wednesday, Oct. 7  

Ladiesô Night with Rabbi 

in the Sukkah  

7:00 pm  

Wednesday, Oct. 21  
Game Day w/Hadassah  

11:30am  

OOPS!  
 

correction to Sisterhood Cookbook  

From Apples to Zucchini  

 

page 84 -  Chocolate Chip Oatmeal  

Cookies (Sharon Stein)  

add 3/4 cup white sugar to the recipe  

Shana Tova  
from your Sisterhood Giftshop  

Your beautiful holidays should start  
with a visit to the giftshop,  

where you will find linens, challa boards, 
apples & honey dishes, etc.  

Our hours are Wed., Friday and Sunday  
mornings.   See you there!!  
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SEPTEMBER 

ANNIVERSARIES 

SEPTEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 

02 Dr. Roy Levit  
Arthur Silberg  

03 Rebecca Korn  

04 Cindy Cohen  

05 Dorothy Kovan  
Stephanie Leitch  

07 
 

Helen Beckoff  
Murray Cohen  

08 Nadia Chowaiki  
Sylvia Krapin  

09 Maxine Reed 

10 Mark Fenenbock  
Stuart Goldberg  
Lindsay Gronich  
Dr. Jacob Heydemann 

11 Ann Kaplowitz  

12 Sylvia Korn  
Irwin Kurland  

13 Rodolfo Madero  
Domingo Ruiloba  

15 Annabelle Garbar  
Consuelo Madero  

16 William Goldfarb 
Sara Rueff  

17 Beverly Dudley  
Barry Kobren  

18 Sidney Kligman  

19 Dorene Naparstek  

20 Sylvia Wechter  

21 Dr. Philip Himelstein  

24 Irma Katz  
Rabbi Stephen Leon  

25 LTC Sidney Blum  
Dinah Braun  
Fay Kligman  

26 Dr. Larry Gladstone  

27 Exequiel Konig  

29 Nazanin Razy  

30 Frank Altus  

01 Jerome & Maxine Reed 

03 Dr. Ross & Linda Fruithandler 
Donald & Janice Glickstein  
Stuart & Shari Schwartz  

04 Allen & Marlene Levine  

06 Herbert & Brenda Ehrlich  

07 Frank & Ninette Altus 
Phillip & Ann Rothstein  

10 Fred & Eileen Licht   

11 Asher & Martha Benattia  
Steve & Lori Shapiro  

17 Dr. Bob & Jane Rosen  

18 Maxwell & Dolores Roslyn Kahn  

A leaf on  

The Tree of Life  
has been dedicated  

in honor of  
 

Eileen & Fred Licht  
 

on their 60th  

wedding anniversary  

September 10, 2009  

 

with all our love,  

Joan, Kenneth, Becca and Ben  

Barbara and Fernando  

A leaf on  

The Tree of Life  
has been dedicated  

in honor of the  
 

40th wedding anniversary of  
 

Meyer & Beth Lipson  
 

by their friends,  

Art and Gloria August  

Manon and Ellen Daugherty  

Marvin and Harriet Roth  

Phil and Ann Rothstein  

Jerry and Stanlee Rubin  

David and Rose Schecter  

Congregation Bõnai Zion proudly recognizes  

Colonel Jon Cohen  

on his promotion  

Thursday, July 2, 2009 at Fort Bliss  
 

We wish him a safe journey to Korea  

and a speedy return to El Paso!  

Cohen Family 
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BZUSY Brings Home the Kosher Bacon  
 

 During the week of June 7 ð10, BZUSY ventured off to 

northern Texas for the 49
th

 Annual Southwest Region 

United Synagogue Youth Convention held at the Doubletree 

Hotel in Dallas.  As it is a custom for the region to maintain 

a fun, social, religious, and educational atmosphere during 

conventions, a special theme is assigned to each regional 

meeting. This particular conventionõs theme was 

òTimewarpapaloozaó, a timeline and study of significant 

events surrounding the State of Israel in its first 60 years of 

existence. Sending the biggest representation in more than 

3 years, six young leaders of our Bõnai Zion USY chapter 

arrived and made an immediate impact on the Southwest 

Region.  

 The formalities began in the early afternoon with a 

poster and banner presentation by each chapter. The El 

Pasoans stormed the room and immediately made their 

presence felt with the new BZUSY hand -quilted banner, 

showing off an impressive improvised drawing of the city 

of El Paso and out -performed other chapters with a conven-

tion tradition òEl Paso, home of theé.ó presentation. The 

first day culminated with Maõariv service, a social actions 

seminar, and dinner.    

 On the second day of convention, participants were up 

early for a quick morning service, a kosher breakfast, and a 

field trip to a vintage roller rink in north Dallas. With the 

rink filled to maximum capacity, everyone enjoyed skating, 

a sack lunch, games, and entertainment through much of 

the afternoon. Upon returning to the hotel, USYers were 

given free time, dinner, and an introduction to the candi-

dates who would be running for regional board the follow-

ing day.   The evening then concluded with a very passion-

ate and interesting study session and an upbeat karaoke 

party, where USY members had the opportunity to show off 

their vocal skills.  Our very own Rodolfo Madero rocked the 

lights off with his rendition of òLa Bamba!ó 

 The third day began with a spirited morning service, 

breakfast, chapter caucuses, and regional board elections 

followed by free time and a study session.  The evening 

activities resumed with a formal dinner buffet, awards 

ceremony, and the induction of next yearõs regional board 

before a hotel filled with USYers, ex -USYers, rabbis, and 

Jewish community representatives from the entire region. 

Everyone looked on as Bõnai Zion USY was awarded the 

òMost Improved Chapter.ó After the emotional ceremony, 

everyone changed gears, got into their party clothes, and 

headed off to a dance party at the Campbell Room of the 

hotel.   On the fourth and final day, USYers congregated for 

a very special musical Shaharit service, brunch, and a 

spirited ruach friendship circle to conclude the 2009 

regional convention.  

 Check out pictures, videos, and commentary of the 

2009 SWUSY Regional Convention, as well as other old and 

upcoming events on Facebook!  Donõt be left out of the 

excitement, trips, and fun this upcoming year ð join BZUSY! 
 

Joseph Ruiloba  

Co-Advisor  

YOUTH  NEWS 

My USY Experience  
 When I became a Bar Mitzvah I was given a siddur 

by an organization called United Synagogue Youth, 

also known as USY.  A year after this major event in 

my life I received an invitation to join the group and I 

had no idea what to expect. I thought USY was going 

to be a group that would not really help me and that 

it was something that was just an extra thing for me 

to do. Recently, however, I was given the privilege to 

attend my first Southwest Region USY convention in 

which I fell completely in love with the program. This 

convention, Spring Kallah in Austin, Texas, was an 

amazing experience because of friendships I was 

able to create. After Spring Kallah, I became enraged 

at myself for not participating in regional conven-

tions before and that is when I made the promise 

that I would never miss a regional convention ever 

again in my life.  

 After a blink of an eye, SWUSY Regionals arrived 

and I was able to reunite with my old friends from 

Spring Kallah and make many new friends. Regionals 

is the last convention of the year when the Southwest 

Region elects its new leaders, and it is a time for 

candidates to campaign. In this convention, atten-

dees will learn about the politics of USY and say good

-bye to their senior friends. I can honestly say that 

this convention demonstrated the massive size of 

USY and the great things the participants can do 

together.  

 Recently, I got a hold of a picture of a SWUSY 

Regional convention taking place in 1993 here in El 

Paso and that picture motivated me to do my best to 

get every Jewish teenager in El Paso the tools they 

need to become an active member of USY, so maybe 

someday the El Paso Chapter (BZUSY) will regain the 

power it used to have, and someday have many 

leaders in the Regional Board and possibly in the 

International Board. USY is something that must grow 

in El Paso because it gives many Conservative teenag-

ers the opportunity to talk to people from other 

cities about Jewish things and expand their perspec-

tives on Judaism through an amazing program. That 

opportunity was one I thought I would never have 

after my Bar Mitzvah.  

 Regionals was a very emotional convention 

because my senior friends were graduating and 

attending their last USY convention. However, it is 

time for future generations to experience the great-

ness of USY which is why I strongly encourage 

incoming 8
th

 and 9
th

 graders to sign up for the 

amazing program.  

 

Rodolfo Elias Madero  

USYer 
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Teens Still California Dreaminõ After Week in LA 
For the second year in a row, Rabbi Leon took a group of El Paso Jewish teenagers on a tour of a major 

Jewish cultural city, this time traveling to the west coast.  The five day, four night journey to Los Angeles, 

California in mid -June would not have been possible without the continued generosity of the Jewish Federation 

of El Paso.  

The adventure balanced group interaction with Jewish programming, and entertainment.  The fourteen 

participants enjoyed kosher cuisine at Nagila, a restaurant separated into dairy and meat sides, cafés at the 

Skirball Cultural Center and Museum of Tolerance, and the cafeteria at the American Jewish University.  For 

recreation, the group photographed stars on the Hollywood Walk of Fame, spent an entire day running be-

tween rides at Disneyland and California Adventure, 

enjoyed the show and met the cast of òDirty Dancingó 

on stage at the Pantages Theatre, and cheered on the 

LA Dodgers even when defeated on home soil against 

the Oakland Aõs.  Jewish educational experiences 

included a transformative tour of the Holocaust 

exhibit at the Wiesenthal Museum of Tolerance, 

exploring Noahõs interactive ark at the Skirball Cul-

tural Center, and a campus tour of the American 

Jewish University.  Each morning and evening, the 

teens engaged in thought -provoking conversations 

with Rabbi about prayer and Jewish identity.  

  Members of the group are currently planning an 

itinerary for next yearõs participants ð Canada? 
 

Rebecca Korn  

Youth Advisor  

YOUTH  NEWS 

Above, from left to right: 
BZUSYers Elizabeth Roe, Rodolfo 
Madero, Stephen Sias, Joseph Roe, 
Jonathan Kaplan, Ashlei Nadler, with 
advisor Joe Ruiloba 

Jonathan, Stephen, Elizabeth and Joseph 


