
 

  

     òRabbi, youõre on my ôbucket 

listõ was the message I received 

the day after Rosh Hashanah from 

4 different people. I was somewhat 

surprised that immediately after I 

delivered my sermon for the first 

day of Rosh Hashanah, on the 

subject of what is a òJewish bucket 

listó that I would receive such a 

quick response.  In reality, I didnõt 

expect to actually be on anyoneõs 

òbucket list.ó To anyone who 

missed that particular sermon  too 

bad (only kidding)! The sermon 

reflected on the meaning behind 

the movie entitled, òThe Bucket 

Listó starring Jack Nicholas and 

Morgan Freeman, and directed by 

Rob Reiner. The point of the film 

was that two men from totally 

different backgrounds who were 

given only 6 months to a year to 

live by their oncologist, create a 

òbucket list,ó a list of special things 

which they wish to accomplish 

before they òkick the bucket.ó 

Among the adventures that they 

included on the bucket list was 

going on an African safari, visiting 

the Taj Mahal, motorcycling on the 

Great Wall of China, driving a 

racing car, jumping out of an 

airplane, etc.  

 I related that film to what it 

means to have a Jewish bucket list. 

In other words, what do we as Jews 

want to do and accomplish before 

our lifeõs journey ends? I strongly 

suggested a trip to Israel, which 

every Jew must see before his 

death, study and learn to read 

Hebrew, have an adult Bar or Bat 

Mitzvah, become a òBig Brotheró or 

òBig Sister,ó have a Kosher meal at 

least on Shabbat, make one Min-

yan (if not two or three) a month, 

visit the sick, bake a challah, and 

bring more love into your home, 

shul, and into the world. Well, 

evidently at least 4 people as of 

today, listened to the sermon and 

have made it a point to contact 

me .  

 Before I tell you what they said, 

let me explore further the term 

òbucket list.ó  According to a book 

entitled, òSlang Down the Agesó by 

Jonathon Green, there are two 

meanings for the expression to 

òkick the bucket.ó  The first is very 

unJewish, Iõm afraid.  It seems that 

in the Middle Ages pigs were 

slaughtered by hanging them 

upside down from a beam by 

means of a piece of wood which 

was called òthe bucket.ó  The dying 

animal would therefore òkick the 

bucket.ó Another explanation is 

that when a man was hanged he 

stood on a bucket, and when the 

bucket was òkicked awayó from his 

feet, he would slip and ultimately 

hang to death.  Since both of these 

sources go back to the 16
th

 cen-

tury, no one is absolutely certain if 

this is the true basis for the ex-

pression.  

 The first person told me to put 

him and his wife on the bucket list 

to go to Israel.  They have put it 

off too long and donõt know if they 

ever will really be ready, but now is 

the time so I have signed them up. 

A second person who had started 

lessons for conversion with me on 

conõt on p. 2 
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òThe serious holiday of Yom Kippur prompted us to weigh heavily on sins we have  

committed and opportunities that we have missed, but that solemn holiday ended in 

September.  Now, during this month of October, we are actually commanded to rejoice 

and be ôonly happyõ as we celebrate Sukkot and Simchat Torah.ó 
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CANDLE  LIGHTING  TIMES 

SYNAGOGUE  SERVICES  
 
Daily  ~ Monday thru Friday  7:00 am 
            Monday thru Thursday  6:30 pm 
 

Friday  evening  6:15 pm  
     (unless listed otherwise) 
 

Saturday  morning & Holidays  9:30 am 
Saturday  Mincha ~ please check calendar 
     (followed by Seudah Shlesheet & Maôariv) 
 

Sunday  (unless Holiday)  8:30 am & 5:00 pm 

numerous occasions, but had our lessons interrupted for a 

long while, called me to arrange a meeting to set up the 

lessons again and made a commitment that this time she is 

absolutely ready to achieve her goal of conversion or 

òreturnó to Judaism. The third person informed me by email 

that he wants to have an adult Bar Mitzvah, a privilege that 

he never experienced because when he was 13 years old it 

was not a possibility in his life.  The fourth person spoke to 

me personally and made a verbal commitment, barring any 

legal complications, of making a very sizable donation to 

building a Sefardic/Anousim Learning Center here in El Paso.  

Should this dream become a reality, it would find a major 

place on both his and my bucket lists.  

 As I mentioned in the sermon, Sharon and I will be fulfill-

ing a good part of our bucket list during this month of 

October and concluding in November.  We will be on a cruise 

and visiting South Africa, going on a safari, visiting syna-

gogues in Cape Town, India, Myanmar, Malaysia, and other 

places.  I hope, as well, to accomplish a great deal of writing 

on a book I have begun.  I will, of course, be thinking about 

all of you and will look forward to returning and sharing my 

experiences with our congregation.  

 The serious holiday of Yom Kippur prompted us to weigh 

heavily on sins we have committed and opportunities that 

we have missed, but that solemn holiday ended in Septem-

ber. Now, during this month of October, we are actually 

commanded to rejoice and be òonly happyó as we celebrate 

Sukkot and Simchat Torah.  It is clear that on Godõs bucket 

list are the words found in Kohelet: òThere is a time for 

everything under heaven: A time to be born and a time to 

die; a time to plant and a time to uproot; a time to weep and 

a time to laugh; a time to mourn and a time to dance; a time 

to search and a time to give up; a time to be silent and a 

time to speak; a time to tear and a time to mend.ó  May we 

strive to reach our own individual òbucket listsó realizing that 

God, too, has His divine plan for each of us, and may we 

enjoy and appreciate every blessing that God bestows upon 

us every single day.  
                                          

Stephen A. Leon  

Rabbi  

Friday  

October  2 ~ 6:32 pm  

October  9 ~ 6:23 pm  

October  16  ~ 6:15 pm  

October  23  ~ 6:08 pm  

October  30  ~ 6:01 pm  

The Messenger is published monthly, except July and August  

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE MESSENGER IS OCTOBER 15  

Articles and pictures should be emailed to the synagogue office at 

bnaizion.congregation1@gmail.com  

Congregation Bõnai Zion  ×  805 Cherry Hill  ×  El Paso, Texas   79912  ×  915 -833 -2222  

www.congregationbnaizion.org  

We extend our heartfelt condolences to Felicia 
Rubin and family on the passing of beloved mother 

and grandmother, Edith Frankel. 
 

May her memory forever be a blessing. 
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HIGH HOLY DAY SERVICES   2009/5770  

SUKKOT  
 

Friday, October 2 ï Shabbat and Erev Sukkot  
5:15 PM ï Shabbat BôYachad 
6:15 PM ï Shabbat services 
6:32 PM ï candle lighting 
 

Saturday, October 3 ï Sukkot Day 1  
9:30 AM ï Shabbat services 

 
 
 

6:15 PM ï Mincha 
 

Sunday, October 4 ï Sukkot Day 2  
No Talmud Torah 
9:30 AM - services 
6:35 PM ï Mincha 
7:29 PM ï end of holiday 

 

Wednesday, October 7  
4:00 PM ï Talmud Torah classes in sukkah 
7:00 PM ï ñLadiesô Night with the Rabbiò in the sukkah 
 Topic: Ushpizin ï who would you invite as a guest into your sukkah? 

 
SHEMINI ATZERET / SIMCHAT TORAH  
 

Friday, October 9  
6:45 AM ï Hoshanah Rabbah 
6:00 PM ï Friday evening services ï Shemini Atzeret 
6:23 PM ï candle lighting  
 

Saturday, October 10  
9:30 AM ï services 
~11:00 AM ï Yizkor  
6:00 PM ï Mincha followed by Simchat Torah service and ice cream party 
7:22 PM ï end of Shabbat 
 

Sunday, October 11  
9:30 AM ï Simchat Torah services including Family Simchat Torah extravaganza 
6:30 PM ï Mincha 
7:30 PM ï end of holiday 

10:30 AM ï Junior Congregation 
10:45 AM ï Childrenôs services 

We thank the following members for sponsoring the Kiddush lunch this past month: 
~  Ignacio and Lupe Ramos and family in honor of the anniversary of son Sammyôs Bar Mitzvah 
 

We thank the following members for sponsoring the Seudah Shlesheet this past month: 
~  Felicia Rubin in memory of Sarel Shottland 
~  Tom and Sandy Dula in memory of parents, Julius Dula and Anne and William Beleck 
 

We thank the following members for sponsoring the Bagel Breakfast this past month: 
~  Norma Aaronson in memory of father, Louis Brody 
~  Irvin and Alicia Nadler in memory of mother, Sonia Novodzelsky 
~  Annalie Rollins, Sherman and Sandra Levenson, Michael and Sharna Epstein and Marlene Benz  
 in memory of father, Joseph Epstein 
~  Tanny Berg in memory of father, Jack Berg 
~  The nieces and nephews of Henry Schlusselberg in memory of their uncle 
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 P R E S I D E N T õ S  M E S S A G E 

 

 òIt is my honor and privilege to be your synagogue president this year.   

It is my hope that Bõnai Zion be a great place for all of us.  Tell us how we  

can help you, and how you will help Bõnai Zion.ó 

 Ask both what you can do for our synagogue 

and what our synagogue can do for you.  The 

high holidays have just past.  Ask yourself, 

òwhat did the synagogue do for me?ó  Were there 

services in which you attended?  Did you feel 

good about being part of the experience?  Did 

you get a sense of peace and inner well being 

when you left?  I hope you did.  Many people, 

especially the rabbanim and office staff, worked 

hard to make that happen.  I hope you will bask 

in that feeling of yiddishkeit, of Jewishness.  To 

sustain this feeling throughout the year requires 

refills of that feeling.  There are many ways to 

obtain this.  Coming to a Shabbat service is the 

best way.  Attending a shul function, dinner, or 

adult education class is another way.  

 Now, ask yourself what you can do for your 

synagogue.  Each one of us is charged with 

helping to fix the world, tikun olum.  There are 

many ways to obtain this as well.  Consider 

volunteering at the shul.  Help sisterhood with 

an event, ask to be on a committee, or help us 

make visits to homebound or hospitalized 

congregants.  Donate food to our food drive so 

that we can feed the hungry.  Start a new project 

of charity; we are always open to new ideas. 

Financial contributions help as well.  Donate to 

one of our worthy funds or projects, sponsor a 

Kiddush, bagel breakfast, or seudah.  Or better 

yet, come to one.  

 It is my honor and privilege to be your syna-

gogue president this year.  It is my hope that 

Bõnai Zion be a great place for all of us.  Tell us 

how we can help you, and how you will help 

Bõnai Zion.  
  

Jeff Weislow  

Congregation Bõnai Zion President 

jweislow@sbcglobal.net  

Congregation B'nai Zion Weekly Announcements  
 

The Congregation B¬nai Zion e-newsletter is delivered to your  

inbox every Thursday afternoon, and if it¬s not, please share your  

e-mail address with us so we can keep you informed electronically.   

call: 833 -2222  

e-mail: bnaizion. congregation1@gmail.com,  

or sign up online from the website: congregationbnaizion.org  
 

The weekly e -newsletter offers:  

Service times  

Talmud Torah and Youth Group info  

Upcoming events  

And more!  

 

Now on  
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 I can't believe how fast September came and went. 

The Sisterhood Directory is completed and should 

reach you shortly.  It is full of lots of useful informa-

tion, so keep it handy.  The book contains directory 

information for all our members, New Year greetings, 

memorials, important contact information for Jewish 

agencies in El Paso, calendar of holidays, and lots 

more.  I want to thank our supporters for advertising 

with us again this year.  

 October is a busy month with the holiday of 

Sukkot.  September 30th Sisterhood joined the Tal-

mud Torah and El Paso Jewish Academy students, to 

decorate the Sukkah, and we also sponsored a pizza 

and salad party.  

 Join us for "Ladiesõ Night with the Rabbi" and a 

dinner under the stars. Think about whom you would 

invite to your Sukkah to share a meal, because that is 

the topic we are going to discuss with Rabbi Leon. 

S I S T E R H O O D   

P R E S I D E N T õ S  M E S S A G E 

 
òUshpizin:  Think about whom you would invite to your Sukkah to share a meal,  

because that is the topic we are going to discuss with Rabbi Leon.ó 

Our traditional corned beef on rye, potato salad and 

baked apples for dessert will be served.  

 Wednesday, October 21st, along with Hadassah, 

we will have our first of two "Game Days."  Pack up 

your Mah Jong sets, cards, dominos or whatever you 

play, and come to the shul for lunch and games.  Play 

begins at 11:30.  

 Have you ever read the book The Invisible Wall , by 

Harry Bernstein?  Well, you should because that's the 

book that will be discussed at the joint book discus-

sion with Hadassah in November.  You have plenty of 

time to read it, and it can be found at Target or 

Barnes and Noble.  

 I look forward to seeing all of you at our activities 

and programs.  

Annalie Rollins  

Sisterhood President  

B¼nai Zion Sisterhood  
and the 

El Paso Chapter of Hadassah  
present  

 

 

 

Wednesday, October 21 
11:30 AM 

Friedman Social Hall  
 

$10.00 per person  
(charge includes a tasty lunch)  

 

Bring your favorite card or board game and players · 
if you choose to come alone, you  

can always join a game  
 

Please RSVP to Marcia Schwartz  
581-3059  

Ladies½ Night with the Rabbi  
in the Sukkah  

 
 

 
 
 

 

Topic for discussion:  
ºUshpizin: Top ten people you would invite  

into your sukkah» 
 

A delicious corned beef dinner  
will be served free of charge  

 

Everyone is welcome  
(whether you are a lady or not!)  

Save the Dateµ  
and start reading  
The Invisible Wall   
by Harry Bernstein  

 

Mah Jongg  
  

Bridge  
 

Backgammon 
  

Pan 
 

Scrabble 
 

and more! 

Sisterhood  
and  

Hadassah 
Joint Book Review  

 

Wednesday,  
November 11  

7:00 PM 
Friedman Social Hall  

Wednesday, October 7  
 

7:00 PM 
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OCTOBER 

ANNIVERSARIES 

OCTOBER  BIRTHDAYS 

02 Dr. Jeffrey & Catherine Weislow  
Joel & Karen Yellin  
 

08 Dr. Todd & Sheri Reiter 
  

26 Randy & Loretta Fertel 
 

29 Jack & Sandy Peitzer  
Tibor & Ann Schaechner 
 

01 Jack Hirsch 

02 Lee J. Nadler  
Sheri Rosenbaum  

03 Sheri Cohen  
Ernest Gluck  

04 Dr. Monica Kimmelman 

05 Joan Cherno  
Nancy Heydemann  
Helen Pearlmutter  
Jerome Reed  

06 
 

Abraham Chowaiki  
Sidney Cohen  
Marian Greenberg  

08 Richard Grodin  
Dr. Maurice Wiener 

10 Ruth Rybak 

11 Cesar Carrasco  
Joani Schonberg 

12 Solomon Holland 

13 Gladys Slater 

15 Howard Goldberg 

16 Ellyn Bork  
Rose Gallardo-Herrera 
Edward Lavis  
Lori Shapiro 

17 Nat Holzer  
Dr. David Schecter 

19 Cynthia Weiss 

20 Ben Bellman    
Yolanda Radcliffe 

21 Jack B. Cohen  
Vivian Siegel  
Amit Toren 

22 Debbie Frank  

23 Ninette Altus  
Cesar Pazos 

24 Sara Blaugrund  
Caron Cohen 

25 Beverly Reiter 

26 Arlene Feinberg  
Mona Goldberg  
Gil Kimmelman 

27 Dr. Richard Applebaum 
Grace Ellowitz  
Elisa Gluck  
Sallie Gulbas 

30 Sharon Cosby  
Laura Felsen   
Lynn Kobren 

31 Mark Hutman  
Jack Peitzer  

Mazel Tov to  

Dr. Cesar Carrasco ,  

appointed as Chair of 

the Department of  

Civil Engineering  

at the University of 

Texas at El Paso  
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Everyone is welcome  
 

Call Dora Roe at 613 -8055  

for more information  

Wednesdays  

6:30 PM  

Friedman Social Hall 


